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Dear Minister 
 
I’m writing to you in relation to the Local Government and Communities roundtable 
evidence session on Scottish local government elections and how to improve voter 
turnout which was held on 2 November 2016.  
 
As a follow-up to the session, the Committee agreed to write to you to seek a 
response from the Scottish Government to the main issues raised by witnesses. 
 
We heard during evidence that people who are in the private rented sector are less 
likely to have registered to vote and that those who are homeless or have no fixed 
address often either, do not understand that they have a right to vote or, do not know 
how they would go about registering to vote.  
 
The Committee would like some further information on how the Scottish 
Government, working with local authorities, will encourage people to register 
to vote, specifically those who are homeless, in temporary accommodation or 
in the private rented sector. 
 
We heard about the need for more visibility and the need to raise awareness among 
young people of local government election campaigns, particularly following the large 
amount of interest in the Scottish independence referendum and European Union 
referendum campaigns, an interest which doesn’t translate to local government 
elections. 
 
The Committee would like to hear the Scottish Government’s view on how 
young people and first time voters’ awareness of local government elections 
can be raised and how they can be encouraged to register to vote.  
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We heard about the ‘enable the vote’ campaign which was run to address the fact 
that the traditional hustings format does not work for people who have learning 
disabilities. Witnesses told us that normally 30 per cent of people who have learning 
disabilities vote, and as a result of the campaign, this increased to 80 per cent.  
 
The Committee would like to hear the Scottish Government’s view on how 
education campaigns can be used, not only to encourage people to vote, but 
also to explain why people need to vote, in language accessible for a variety of 
voter groups, including those with learning disabilities. 
 
Witnesses highlighted the fact that currently in schools, social subjects are integrated 
where subjects, such as local government, are being delivered by non-subject 
specialists. We heard concerns regarding the level of enthusiasm that someone who 
is not a subject specialist can deliver and how effective integrated social subjects in 
increasing young people’s awareness of the importance of different levels of 
government are. In addition were also told of the importance of taking these issues 
outside of classrooms, as part of a citizenship agenda, that includes developing 
pupils to become more politically literate and the need for accessible information for 
young people, particularly in deprived areas, in an easy-to-read format was also 
highlighted. We also heard that not all local authorities deliver modern studies as 
part of the curriculum, and that time should be made available in all schools in 
Scotland to ensure that those elements are delivered by trained modern studies 
teachers who can ensure that voters have the appropriate and adequate information 
that they need to make informed choices.  
 
What work is being done by the Scottish Government to encourage education 
authorities to develop political literacy and citizenship education in schools to 
ensure that first time voters can make informed decisions about their vote? 

 
We were told of research being carried out by academics to analyse the importance 
of the visibility of campaigns, including the use of posters and social media, and how 
visible campaigns are important to support for individual parties and electoral 
turnout.  

 
The Committee would like further information on what the Scottish 
Government is doing to emphasise the importance of local government 
elections, through the use of public information campaigns or utilising social 
media to engage people more effectively. 
 
In both written and oral evidence, the Committee heard how the use of postal and 
proxy voting could be encouraged. It was noted that 25.2% of all votes cast were 
postal votes and that an extension of emergency proxy voting was recommended by 
the Electoral Commission in 2012. 
 
The Committee would like to hear the Scottish Government’s view on the use 
of postal and proxy voting and how it could encourage as many people as 
possible to vote. 
 
The Committee would be grateful for a response by 5 January 2017 and would like 
to invite you to give oral evidence on your response at its meeting on 18 January 
2017. If you or your officials have any queries about this then please contact a 
member of the clerking staff to the Committee using the details noted above. 



 
Kind regards, 
 
 
 
Bob Doris MSP 
Convener of the Local Government and Communities Committee 


