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20 November 2017 
Dear Bob, 
 
Payments to Returning Officers 
 
Thank you for your letter of 19 October updating me on the continued work of your 
committee regarding payments made to Returning Officers.  
 
First, I can assure you that we are committed to publishing reports on the cost of 
UK national elections which we are responsible for administering.  To this effect, the 
Cabinet Office works closely with us, at the Scotland Office, as well as the Northern 
Ireland Office, to collate and publish details on the cost of UK national polls. The 
Electoral Commission publishes its own reports on the cost of national referenda. 
 
We seek to work collaboratively  with the Scottish Government on election matters 
where there is a common interest but note that the approach taken towards Scottish 
Parliamentary elections and local elections in Scotland is a matter for the Scottish 
Government and Scottish Parliament.  
 
The report on the cost of the 2015 UK General Election will be published as soon as 
all outstanding queries have been addressed and the settlement costs finalised. We 
would expect this to be completed by the end of the year. A report on the cost of the 
2017 UK General Election will not be available until all claims have been received 
and settled; returning Officers have six months from the date of the poll to submit 
their accounts and the settlement process takes a further 12 months, therefore the 
data will not be available until the first quarter of 2019.  
 
Finally, the second phase of the funding review is due to start in the last quarter of 
2017/18. 
 
I hope this answers your queries. Please let me know if I can be of further assistance 
to the Committee. 

 
Rt Hon DAVID MUNDELL MP 

SECRETARY OF STATE FOR SCOTLAND 
 


