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2 November 2018 
 
 
Dear James 
 
Post-legislative scrutiny of the High Hedges (Scotland) Act 2013 
 
On 26 June 2018, I wrote to your predecessor Bob Doris MSP and committed to writing to 
the Committee again in the Autumn to further update members on progress with taking 
forward the Committee’s recommendations in relation to the High Hedges (Scotland) Act 
2013.   
 
I am pleased to confirm that my officials have met with a range of key stakeholders and had 
useful discussions about the guidance and the High Hedges Act more generally. Earlier in 
the year they met with members of Scothedge who provided comments on the guidance that 
represented the views of high hedge applicants. Over the summer months, officials met with 
CoSLA, the Chair of the Scottish Tree Officers Group and following a short survey of local 
authorities, a meeting with a small group of local authorities was held.  
 
All of these discussions have allowed different views of the Act to be aired and conversations 
about the legislation have highlighted where the guidance supporting the Act can be 
improved. My officials are currently working to revise the guidance by incorporating the 
comments received and the Committee’s recommendations so far as possible within the 
limitations of the legislation itself. Once a draft is ready, this will be shared with the 
stakeholders that have provided comments to give them a further opportunity to comment on 
the revised content so that a final draft can be prepared. It remains our intention to publish 
the revised guidance by the end of the current year. 
 
I hope this update is helpful.  
 
Kind regards 
 
 
 
 
KEVIN STEWART 


