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5 February 2019 
Dear Councillor Macgregor,  
 
Budget Scrutiny 2019-20  
 
On behalf of the Local Government and Communities Committee, I would like to 
thank you for your attendance at our Committee meeting on 9 January 2019 to 
provide evidence on the 2019-20 Scottish Budget.  
 
During the Committee’s evidence-taking on the budget, it was apparent, as it has 
been in previous years, that while specific grants for both revenue and capital are set 
out clearly in the budget document, COSLA and the Scottish Government have 
different interpretations of what aspects of local government funding are considered 
and presented as in some way “protected” or “non-discretionary”. 
 
For example, the Committee notes evidence from COSLA stating that Scottish 
Government policies protect 58% of the budget, meaning that any savings must be 
found from the remaining 42%. To better understand how COSLA have arrived at 
these figures, the Committee would be grateful if further detail could be provided as 
to how this information has been calculated. 
 
The Committee have also written1 to the Scottish Government, seeking its 
interpretation of the level of “protection” within the local government budget. 
Additionally, the letter suggests areas where the Scottish Government could present 
local government budget information more clearly and encourages the Scottish 
Government to consult with COSLA to agree a common language for core budget 
terms. The Committee welcomes COSLA’s views in relation to these suggestions.  
                                            
1 Correspondence from the Convener to the Cabinet Secretary for Finance, Economy and Fair Work 
and the Cabinet Secretary for Communities and Local Government of 23 January 2019 
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We look forward to receiving your reply in due course. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
James Dornan MSP 
Convener of the Local Government and Communities Committee  
 


