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LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE  

CALL FOR VIEWS ON THE NON-DOMESTIC RATES (SCOTLAND) BILL 

SUBMISSION FROM  EMMA NUGENT 

I strongly believe that the bill singles out independent schools from tens of thousands of  
other charities to pay non-domestic rates and it takes no cognisance of the schools  
charitable purpose that has been ratified by OSCR (Office of the Scottish Charity Register)  
and is core to the values and actions taken by the school and Board of Governors at  
Hutchesons' Grammar School. The Barclay Report and the proposed Bill does not accept  
our public benefit, and makes a false argument that state schools pay rates: they receive  
no money and do not pay out. No school should pay business rates and state schools  
should receive this money. 

There is no understanding of the potential impact of this change on our school’s bursary  
provision which continues to benefit a sizeable number of children. It is likely to drive  
children from independent into State schooling due to the impact of increased fees  
associated with independent schooling having to meet this rates charge. The State sector  
is is already over-stretched and under-funded. Additionally it should be noted that our  
parents already pay their taxes but do not receive their educational allowance for their  
children as they do not use the State facilities. As such they are net donators to the State  
Sector already. 

I would also like to state that as a parent who has made the difficult decision to send two  
children to private schools, it has taken a great many sacrifices to do so. No holidays  
abroad, no new car for over 10 years. I am aware that the perception is that parents that  
send to private school are wealthy and priviledged. In my own experience, this is simply  
not the case. I was brought up by a single mother on benefits who struggled to raise two  
children. I chose to send to private school as I felt and feel even more so now, that it is the  
best education for my children and has the best chance of producing well rounded people  
to go out into the community and help others through having a professional career.  
Hutchesons' Grammar School has an ethos of caring and concern not just for the pupils  
who study there but also to take this care out into the community.They are encouraged to  
be involved in charities and the school supports a charity every year. The pupils then  
spend all year raising money for this charity. Last year the school supported Calums  
Cabin, which was set up by his parents after they lost their son at 12 to a brain tumour.  
The school raised £28,000 for the charity which will enable other families to benefit from  
the charity. 
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I feel that it is off the back of this teaching that results in many pupils wanting to study for 
caring careers at university such as medicine, veterinary medicine, teaching, psychology 
and law to name but a few.  

Please consider all of this about the bill as if passed, it will have far reaching ramifications. 
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