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I am writing to argue against the Scottish Governments proposal of removing mandatory 
non-domestic rates relief from Independent Schools.  

I have read many arguments against this proposal, all of which seem to point to the unfair 
treatment that Scottish schools are receiving: the schools being the only charities in 
Scotland from thousands which are being scrutinised and tested in this way, the fact that 
state schools have their running costs, including their rates, paid for by the local authority 
and the disregard of the large economic contribution that the independent schools make to 
Scotland. However I wish to put forward a few arguments that really strike with me 
personally and professionally as a learning support teacher in local state schools for the last 
20 years. 

We moved my two children to the local independent school after my son, aged 8, would 
regularly not want to enter his local state school and would crumple up on the pavement 
outside as the bell rang for the day to start. He is dyslexic and  his needs were not being 
met, leaving him feel extremely frustrated and unhappy. I had spoken to the deputy 
headteacher about him, however they had no more resources to help him. The change in 
him after starting the Prep School was startling. He was given individual learning support 
every day and after the first day asked when he could start boarding. He has now moved to 
a Senior School and is boarding as we felt it extremely important that he continued to be in 
small class sizes and to receive adequate support, which we felt was not available in the 
state system.  

I do not understand why the proposal separates the mainstream schools from the special 
needs schools, when all independent schools actually take learning support as a serious 
concern and resource it realistically.  

We are now considering where my younger daughter will go to school after she finishes her 
prep school. We know that if this proposal goes through, school fees will substantially 
increase in Scotland to pay the tax. This makes English independent schools all the more 
attractive to us, and this will be a major factor in our decision. I’m sure this will be the same 
for many parents in Scotland looking to send their children to an Independent school.   

“The loss of 1 in 30 pupils from the independent sector – either to the state sector or 
boarding pupils locating elsewhere – would cost the Scottish taxpayer more than the entire 
rates increase proposed by the Bill. There is no reference of this at all in the Financial 
Memorandum, which one Call for Evidence seeks views on. “ 
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Causing this economic loss to Scotland, for what just looks like political reasons, seems 
very short-sighted. 

Lastly my daughter is extremely sporty. She has benefited from playing hockey at school, 
outdoors, two or three times a week during the season, for the last four years! This is an 
enormous contrast to the dismal provision of PE in state primary schools. She has just 
represented the South of Scotland U14 team in a tournament when she is just 11 years 
old. I doubt whether this would have been the case had she remained at her state school.  

This winter for several months she has played matches every Sunday at the hockey 
pitches of Mary Erskine School in Edinburgh. Hundreds of children are there from all over 
the Borders and Edinburgh playing matches against each other, from all communities. 
This is a fantastic sharing of facilities, encouraging sport for all. If independent schools are 
going to be charged full rates, as commercial businesses, will they have to begin charging 
out for others to use their facilities? This would be a great shame. 

I do hope that you consider all the evidence against this proposal, and see that it is 
extremely unfair and that it really does not make sense financially. 

Jenny Ozwell 
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