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CALL FOR VIEWS ON THE NON-DOMESTIC RATES (SCOTLAND) BILL 

SUBMISSION FROM NIKKI CALDER 

I do not agree with the removal of the eligibility to claim charitable relief from non-domestic 
rates from mainstream independent schools. 

The fees are already substantial, my husband & myself both work full time and have a part 
time job to help us fund the school fees for our daughter.  If the school fees were to 
increase again due to the proposed removal of charitable status this would have a major 
impact on our ability to be able to send our child to an Independent school. 

This would mean that we would have to remove our child from the school which she has 
attended since Primary 1, (she is now in Primary 5).  This would have a massive impact on 
our daughters wellbeing, as she would need to leave her school and friends which she 
loves. 

Has any consideration been made to the impact of Independent school children being 
removed and placed into state funded schools?  This would have a massive impact on state 
schools class sizes, school buildings, school catchment areas, and teacher numbers and 
recruitment. 

The loss of 1 in 30 pupils from the Independent sector – either to the state sector or 
boarding pupils locating elsewhere – would cost the Scottish tax payer more than the entire 
rates increase proposed by the Bill.  There has been no reference of this at all in the 
Financial Memorandum? 

No other charities have been subjected either to the collective public be benefit test or the 
measures proposed by the Barclay Review.  Not only are the 56 schools being singled out 
from over 254,000 Scottish registered bodies (including other fee-charging, restricted 
admission education charities) as well as 180,000 charities in England & Wales. 


