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LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE  

CALL FOR VIEWS ON THE NON-DOMESTIC RATES (SCOTLAND) BILL 

SUBMISSION FROM GARETH BAIRD 

Dear Members of Committee, 

I am writing to you in my capacity as Chair of the Boards of Governors of St Mary`s School, 

Melrose, and Merchiston Castle School, Edinburgh, an independent prep school and senior 

school respectively. 

Many of your correspondents have clearly and forcibly made points about the removal of 

charitable relief on non-domestic rates on Scotland`s independent schools and I will not 

repeat those arguments other than to introduce some geography into the debate. 

Over the last 10 years the two schools that I am involved in have markedly increased the 

degree and number of bursaries awarded, thereby allowing many families to educate their 

children independently. The vast majority of these pupils are based in Scotland and this 

significant increase in costs to both schools in which I am involved will unquestionably 

reduce our ability to help families and this will result in pupils moving back to local 

maintained schools and the associated expense in the near term. 

We have successfully striven to use local suppliers and contractors from both communities 

and in both instances foregoing cheaper prices that can be achieved out-with the immediate 

areas. 

Scotland`s independent schools are operating in a very tough and competitive marketplace 

at present and increased costs of this scale can only result in heightened fees and lower 

bursary awards. This comes at a time when for the first time we are seeing the big English 

schools coming up to recruit Scottish pupils and clearly should this charitable rate relief be 

removed then these southern schools gain a real competitive advantage. The number of 

schools in the independent sector who do not actively have to recruit can be counted on the 

fingers of one hand and are all in England. Indeed, the presence of English schools at 

overseas recruitment fairs is much heavier and challenges an entry route for overseas 

pupils coming to Scottish schools. Any reduction in the recruitment of these overseas pupils 

will be harmful to these schools and therefore to Scotland plc as they bring significant 

spending power in their and their families frequent visits to Scotland. I would ask you to 

consider the damage the removal of charitable rates relief will cause to what is a very highly 

respected Scottish industry operating in extremely challenging conditions. Should we suffer 

a reduction in the recruitment of new pupils due to a reduction in competitive edge 

particularly in relation to the English independent sector, then I fear we will lose schools in 

Scotland which will not be retrievable.     

Yours faithfully, 

Gareth Baird. 


