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LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE 

CALL FOR VIEWS ON THE NON-DOMESTIC RATES (SCOTLAND) BILL 

SUBMISSION FROM ANONYMOUS 

Dear Committee Members, 

We write to implore you not to remove the tax relief on the rates for Fettes College, 

as it will negatively affect the opportunities of ordinary children like ours to access 

and continue their education. It will also increase the pressure on local councils 

when children, that are currently educated privately and in receipt of bursaries, have 

to re-enter the state system due to the increased cost pressure put on these schools 

by the withdrawal. Highland Council is already struggling with its current budget, 

children returning from the private system back to the state would be an additional 

unwelcome burden. 

We live in the Highland Region and all our children were educated in Gaelic at our 

local primary school. Indeed our 7 and 9 year old still do and learn their lessons in 

Gaelic. Our older son is 16 and has benefited from two years at Fettes Preparatory 

School and is in his third year at Fettes College and doing GCSEs currently. So why 

did he not go to the local High school and why did he leave the village at the end of 

Primary 6? 

He was bullied from the first day he entered primary school, it became intolerable in 

primary 5 and the school did nothing. The school consistently denied there was any 

bullying and undermined him. Due to cluster arrangements there was no option to 

move schools locally. My son became so stressed we were concerned for his mental 

welfare. We were lucky there was a way out - Private school - and it could happen 

because of charity. 

My husband works as a government scientist earning about £27,000 a year. I work a 

zero hour contract as a group support worker at a nursery helping with additional 

support needs earning £9.00 an hour. Fettes College fees this year are £34,800. It 

does not take a lot of imagination to realise that we have been given a tremendous 

amount of support to enable our son to attend Fettes College and for him to flourish 

and for this we will be eternally grateful. 

He passed the entrance exams and we then sent detailed accounts to the bursar. 

We then received help to pay which currently is 75 % of the fees. This is recalculated 

every year subject to our current financial position. Our son is 'just' one of the 

children at this school. The fact we receive help with the fees is not disclosed. There 

are many children like our son that are there due to bursaries. We understand that in 

2016 to 2017 86 pupils received bursary support and 49 % received 81 to 100 % 

funding. 

Please think long and hard before you make your decision. You hold vulnerable 

young lives and their opportunities in your hands. Bursaries are so positive; not only 

for those like us that receive them from the less advantaged backgrounds, but in 

1



LGC/S5/19/NDR/268 

enabling a mix of socioeconomic backgrounds to flourish and learn from each other 

in these charitable institutions. Fettes should be kept as a broad and richly diverse 

environment in the spirit of its original creator. Please do not withdraw the rate relief. 

You will kill the opportunities of ordinary young kids like our son if you do so. Many 

thanks for taking the time to hear our story and consider our views. We trust your 

wisdom to do the right thing. Do not make changes in this review ,leave it as it is and 

thereby keep enabling dreams to become reality. 
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