
LGC/S5/19/NDR/27 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE 

CALL FOR VIEWS ON THE NON-DOMESTIC RATES (SCOTLAND) BILL 

SUBMISSION FROM IAN PURVIS 

Dear Local Government and Communities Committee 

NON-DOMESTIC RATES (SCOTLAND) BILL 

I am writing in response to the proposed Non-Domestic Rates (Scotland) Bill, in 
particular Section 10. As an employee in the Independent Sector, once again I am left 
bewildered by the Government’s intentions. It would appear that the Government is 
unaware of the contributions made to their local communities and indeed, authorities 
by those affected by the proposed changes in Section 10. Those who are either 
employed in or stakeholders of the Independent sector are paying taxes for services 
they are either electing not to use or not benefitting from, state education being a prime 
example. Not only does this provide the local authority with extra funding, but also by 
sending their children to St. Mary’s, parents have effectively ‘freed up’ approximately 
200 places in what are already overcrowded local state schools. 

A rates increase of such proportion for any business, in particular small business, will 
inevitably have significant implications. Whilst some businesses will undoubtedly 
endeavour to absorb the financial burden, a percentage will have to be passed onto 
stakeholders. At. St. Mary’s we have a significant number of stakeholders who receive 
support by way of means tested assistance, so any enforced rise in fee, would have 
huge implications. 

The children, staff, parents and governing body at St. Mary's all play a significant role 
in Melrose and our wider community. As well as being the largest employer in Melrose 
with approximately 54 employees, we support local businesses through trade and 
school activities (hiring local sports and recreational facilities for example) and we 
fundraise for local charities (this year alone supporting the Galashiels food bank, the 
Myname’5Doddie Foundation, The Hazel's Footprints trust, Clic Sargent, Bookaid 
International, Downs Syndrome, Chest, Heart & Stroke Scotland, Poppy Scotland and 
Macmillan Cancer). 

Recent conservation initiatives have seen our St. Mary's community initiate the 
‘7towns1river’project (a litter pick along the river Tweed incorporating towns from 
Peebles to Berwick, which saw 200 people gather 2.2 tonnes of rubbish). Other 
sustainability projects have included supplying bird boxes and tree nurseries to local 
Primary Schools and charities, St. Mary’s becoming the first ‘plastic free’ school in 
Scotland and supplying resources for six other schools who are currently seeking 
plastic free status. St. Mary’s have been asked by our local authority for assistance in 
advising them on their recycling and waste strategy; a commemorative tree planting 
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project in the town to honour the fallen soldiers of Melrose from the Great Wars, all 
endorse the environmental role we play locally and regionally.  
 
Events held at St. Mary's such as Bang Goes the Borders (an annual science 
festival) and The Farr Out Challenge (team building, sporting, design and performing 
arts challenges) have seen in excess of 5000 local children and families access free 
workshops and activities. Melrose RFC are given the use of the school facilities for 
their Melrose 7s event, our sports facilities are used by local schools and clubs and 
local school children and residents of local care hospices are invited to and collected 
for our school drama productions and music concerts held throughout the year. Our 
school choirs and musicians support local parishes in their find raising efforts and 
many children and staff at St. Mary's attend and coach local scout & guide groups, 
sports Clubs and performing art classes.  
 
Yours faithfully 
 
Mr Ian Purvis 
Assistant Headmaster 
St. Mary’s School 
Melrose 
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