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SUBMISSION FROM ANONYMOUS 

I have two children whom have gone through/going through St Mary’s Prep School 
Melrose. The schooling is fantastic for the children and although difficult to maintain 
the fees involved my wife and I were both of the opinion that both children have thrived 
in this environment and should continue as far as possible. My background is that of 
working class and as such have no inheritance allowance to help with the schooling, 
only hard work. The offshore Oil/Gas, Telecommunications and Renewables industry 
which my career involves has taken a huge downturn due to the global financial crash 
and as such I was unable to support my children anymore at the school. However due 
to the charitable status of the school, St. Mary’s was able to provide both my children 
with a 90% bursary to enable the children to continue with their studies while I was 
looking to restart my career. The school have continued to support us as a family to 
date as we have been unable to regain our financial income so far enough to pay the 
school the required fees.  

Having been a struggling pupil at school myself, due to slow learning, it was only ten 
years ago that it came to light that I am dyslexic. There was no help for me during my 
schooling and the lack of understanding and bullying which I went through was 
unbearable.  I did not received the support that I required and as such even today in 
my early fifties I still struggle with some issues. Having found out that my son had the 
same learning difficulties as myself and the ongoing statements made from local 
government that they are being stretched and were struggling to provide that additional 
support for students with learning difficulties this is why I chose to make the 
commitment to pay for the education for the children. This education is expensive 
however we as a family made major sacrifices to be able to do this. However by doing 
this we initially took the responsibility of our child from the state system therefore 
reducing the stretch on resources making more available for local children. 

The school have shown great charitable qualities not only funding the children 90% 
through a bursary but also providing support for a 100% bursary to a senior school for 
our son. 

Both children are flourishing with the school help and support and I cannot 
overestimate the major importance of these schools in our society. 
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