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LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE  

CALL FOR VIEWS ON THE NON-DOMESTIC RATES (SCOTLAND) BILL 

SUBMISSION FROM ANONYMOUS 

I have read all of the background information and the Barclay report. 

My husband and I are two tenant farmers in North Northumberland each paying for a 
set of school fees at both Loretto and Merchiston. We would be unable to afford the 
fees if just one of us was paying for both, so I work at my farm in partnership with my 
parent's so as to educate my son and my husband works on his family farm with his 
parents and brother, and he pays our daughter’s fees.  

It was a major personal reason for coming back to the family farm, building up a 
business which would allow for the education of one of our children. I used to work as 
an adult teacher in our local town. 

My main reason for writing to you and the SNP, and whoever else supports this 
proposal, is to implore to you that not all parents at fee paying schools are wealthy 
individuals swanning about without a care in the world and that, actually, giving my 
son and daughter the best education I can is really very painful. I know I am one of 
many parents feeling a similar strain, which I understand and accept is our choice to 
make, and equally is a strain we are prepared to burden. 

An increase in fees to cover the loss of rate relief would mean I was putting my children 
back into the state system. This option leaves me cold. Our local English Academy is 
in special measures and will fail a generation of children in Berwick upon Tweed, and 
our local high school in Duns is all over the radio today because of gang culture and 
bullying of both pupils and staff. 

I am a small-scale family farmer who just wants to give my children a step up, in an 
increasingly competitive world. This isn’t about class or any other political leaning it is 
just me trying to do my best for my family and give them the best education possible. 
I would hate to think that politically driven, class warfare on the private school sector 
would jeopardise the opportunities that parents like me want to give to our children, by 
making private school unaffordable.  

Surely the removal of charitable status for independent schools will just make fee-
paying schools more elitist which is I imagine the last thing it was supposed to 
achieve? Indeed, in the schools I am involved with this would most definitely be the 
case. Lots of my son and daughter’s friends are not from uber- wealthy families and 
they would be moved back into the state system. I am assuming that there has been 
considerable work on the financial impact of the cost to the taxpayer of providing these 
children with a state funded education, if parents are forced to withdraw children and 
place them in local state schools. I do hope so as it would place even greater pressure 
on the national school’s budget. 
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