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LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE 

CALL FOR VIEWS ON THE NON-DOMESTIC RATES (SCOTLAND) BILL 

SUBMISSION FROM ANONYMOUS 

I am writing to challenge the proposed Non-Domestic Rates (Scotland) Bill, in 
particular Section 10 on the following points: 

• Education is provided for all children and is funded by taxes that are paid. It is
a choice made by some parents to forego their right to this free education and
pay extra to give their children additional opportunities offered by an
independent school. By choosing to do this, they are saving the Local
Authority money in not taking up their place, freeing up finance for others’
benefit.

• Many parents work hard to afford the fees they have chosen to pay for their
children and adding on the rates increase to a small business such as St.
Mary’s will have significant implications for them, meaning they no longer are
able to cover the costs as the school offers support to enable them to do so.
Their children will then move into the Local Authority system creating an
added burden for the authority which is then passed onto existing tax payers.

• Local Authority budgets will be further stretched to accommodate the increase
in pupils, the already underfunded and under resourced state school staff will
be put under more pressure than they already are, this in turn will no doubt
lead to greater staff absence rate due to stress related illnesses.

• Independent schools are forced to follow Local Authority guidance on
educational issues yet are unable to access resources to implement them. All

children should be able to access these resources equally. Adding to financial
costs of running the schools will mean fewer funds available to pay for these
extra resources.

• St Mary’s School is one of the largest employers in the town of Melrose and
the children, staff, parents and governing body at St. Mary's all play a
significant role in Melrose and our wider community.  As well as having over
50 members of staff at the school, we support local businesses, injecting
revenue, through trade, through hiring sporting facilities, through shopping in
the town amongst many other ways.

• We host different events such as a science festival in September which is free
and open to all. An invitation leadership and challenge day is held in May for
local schools. The school is used to support Melrose Rugby Club host their
annual world known Rugby Sevens Tournament. All these events would not
be possible if our resources were tied up elsewhere.

• The school supports a number of local, national and international charities
and holds events to raise funds for these including, for example, Clic Sargent,
Macmillan Cancer, Poppy Scotland, Chest, Heart, Stroke Scotland, Hazel’s
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Footprints, Galashiels Food Bank, My Name’5 Doddie Foundation, Stable life. 
These charities would not be helped if the school had to close due to being 
unable to function as a result of increased rates putting pressure on 
resources. 

• Our school’s choirs and musicians regularly take part in and organise 
concerts within the area, helping foster a sense of community. 

•  Recent conservation initiatives have seen our St. Mary's community take part 
in cleaning up the river banks of the Tweed. Melrose in Bloom is supported 
with a litter pick carried out by pupils at the school. Trees have been planted 
to honour fallen soldiers. The school is working hard to become plastic free. 
All this work to support the environment and conserve it for future generations 
cannot be done if there is no school community to carry it forward.  

 
In order for St. Mary’s School to be able to continue its hard work in fostering a 
sense of community both for its pupils and the wider community, I would like to voice 
my opposition to Section 10 of the Non-Domestic Rates (Scotland) Bill. 
 
 
 

2




