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LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE  

CALL FOR VIEWS ON THE NON-DOMESTIC RATES (SCOTLAND) BILL 

SUBMISSION FROM NICOLA SPURWAY 

 

To Whom it may Concern: 

I am writing to express my serious concern of your proposal to take away rates relief 
from Independent Schools in Scotland.   

Cargilfield School, where I have two children will see an increase to their rates of 
£100,000 per annum. Independent Schools are not huge profit making organisations 
but are businesses run to provide an excellent all round education for their pupils.  
Therefore, they do not have the finances to take the impact of taking away their rates 
relief without either: 

• passing it onto the parents (the bill payers).  Many parents already make huge 
sacrifices to send their children to these schools and would not be able to 
afford these increases therefore needing to put their children into the state run 
schools.  As the demand on the state schools is already high, it seems to be 
wrong to be putting more pressure on to them – not just financial but on the 
teachers and other staff too.  This will have a particularly hard impact in 
Edinburgh where 1 in 4 children are educated in the private sector. 

• reducing their costs.  This would include making redundancies in teachers, 
teaching assistants, cleaners and kitchen staff.  Many people chose the 
private sector if their child has special needs as there is a small pupil to staff 
ratio and specialist teachers which helps those children reach their potential at 
school.  Cargilfield Schol in Edinburgh has excellent sporting facilities and in 
the holidays these are available to children in the area so they can benefit 
from their use too. 

I, therefore, think it would be wrong to take away the rate relief on Independent 
Schools in Scotland. 

Yours sincerely 

Nicola Spurway  

 


