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LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE 

CALL FOR VIEWS ON THE NON-DOMESTIC RATES (SCOTLAND) BILL 

SUBMISSION FROM FLORA MACLAY 

I am a parent of 4 children aged between 13 and 6 who attend St Mary’s Preparatory 
School, Melrose which is an independent school based in the Scottish Borders. I have 
recently been approached to become a parent governor. It is in this capacity that I 
would like to submit my views on the proposal to remove eligibility to claim charitable 
relief from non-domestic rates from mainstream independent schools.  

St Mary’s is small independent school for 3 to 13 year olds with a pupil count of just 
under 200. The school is deeply involved in the wider community in a way that reaches 
far beyond its fee-paying pupils. For example it has organised and hosted a science 
festival called Bang Goes the Borders for the last 6 years. This is free for adults and 
children and last year approximately 750 people attended. Another annual event is the 
Farr Out challenge, again hosted and organised by the school, in which local primary 
schools send teams for a day of outward bound, musical, art and drama challenges. 
This year 11 teams were present. St Mary’s has a close relationship with Melrose 
Primary School and invites their pupils to school plays and concerts.  Our pupils 
regularly sing and support various local events such as the Melrose Festival. These 
are but a few examples to illustrate how seriously the school, staff, parent body and 
pupils take their commitment to benefit the wider community. 

Furthermore there is a significant bursary scheme at the school to support pupils who 
would otherwise be unable to attend. Over the last year the school has given up 15% 
of its gross fee income to means tested bursaries. These range from 10% through to 
100%. Unlike some schools St Mary’s does not have a pot of money specifically for 
bursaries so any award given comes off the bottom line. Last year 49 pupils were in 
receipt of bursary awards. 

Such a change in rates is anticipated to raise the school’s rates bill by £55,000. This 
is such a significant amount for a relatively small organisation that it couldn’t possibly 
be absorbed. The concern is that such a rise will inevitably put pressure on the school’s 
commitment to include and support the wider community in various ways free of 
charge. This would be a real loss for everyone involved. Given the time, effort, 
commitment and financial investment that St Mary’s provides to include, support and 
be accessible to its local community, it is both unfair and counterproductive to a 
remove its charitable relief from non-domestic rates.  
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