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Local Government and Communities Committee 

Call for Views on the Period Products (Free Provision) (Scotland) Bill 

Submission from Julie Haslam 

 

1. The Bill has been brought forward partly in response to concerns about 
"period poverty" - difficulty in being able to afford period products. Do you 
think period poverty is a serious issue in Scotland? Please provide any 
relevant information you may have to support your views.   

Yes, period poverty is a serious issue in Scotland and is not talked about enough. 
Access to period products is a basic right and no one should find themselves in a 
situation where they do not have access to these products.  

2. Do you support the overall aim of the Bill - that no one in Scotland should 
have to pay for period products and that this should be set out in law? 
 
I am fully behind the bill that no one should have to pay for period products 
and welcome the idea that it is set out in law.  
 

3. The Scottish Government already has a scheme for free period products 
across schools, colleges and universities. Some public bodies also provide 
free products voluntarily. Do you have any experience of such schemes? If 
so, do they seem to you to be effective? 

The Third Sector Interface in Clackmannanshire is registered with the Fareshare 
scheme as is many third sector organisations throughout Clackmannanshire. They 
products are made available in full packs for anyone to take without any question. 
This includes in public areas for easy access. It would be beneficial if a mapping 
exercise is done on all places that offer free sanitary products so that young people 
can access out with school times. Fare Share already have a list of these 
organisations.  

4. The Bill would allow the Scottish Government to require organisations other 
than schools and colleges to provide free period products. Do you support 
this? If so, what other organisations should be legally made to provide free 
products? 

Yes, however it is already going on in a voluntary basis more research needs to be 
done and local authorities shouldn’t be working in silo’s and just offering this to the 
schools. They should be available in public library’s, community venues, GP and 
dentist surgeries etc.  



LGC/S5/19/PPFP/08 
 

2 
 

5. The Bill requires the setting up of a scheme for making free period products 
available. Do you have any views on what elements a scheme should 
include? In answering this question, you might want to take account of factors 
such as the importance of privacy, accessibility, value for money and the 
environment. 

Accessibility is key, men should be able to access these products as well so 
placing them in female toilets is not always the best options. Males are fathers to 
daughters, have wife’s/girlfriends and also mothers and they should be able to 
access these products if the female relative can’t.  

6. Do you have any other comments you wish to make about the Bill? 

Take the stigma away from period poverty. The word ‘poverty’ is a barrier in itself. 
Campaign this issue as a basic human right. Give a positive spin on the campaign 
and advertise the places that the products can be picked up from. Take away the 
stigma that periods are an embarrassing factor in a female’s life. Its natural and we 
need to embrace that more.  


