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Scouts Scotland response  

1. Do you support the overall aim of the Bill - that no one in Scotland should have to pay for 
period products and that this should be set out in law? 

Scouts Scotland supports the principles of the Period Products (Free Provision) Scotland Bill.  
Scouts Scotland believes that period poverty is a serious issue in Scotland. 

2. The Scottish Government already has a scheme for free period products across schools, 
colleges and universities. Some public bodies also provide free products voluntarily. Do 
you have any experience of such schemes? If so, do they seem to you to be effective? 

Yes  

3. The Bill would allow the Scottish Government to require organisations other than schools 
and colleges to provide free period products. Do you support this? If so, what other 
organisations should be legally made to provide free products? 
 
Last year Scouts Scotland made the decision to provide free period products at our Scottish 
Scout Adventure Centres, this was an issue led by our two Scouts Scotland MSYPs.  
Scouts Scotland have 3 Scout Adventure Centres in Scotland and the move will not only 
benefit people in Scouting but also the many young people who use the activity centres 
through school as part of residential trips or to undertake their Duke of Edinburgh 
expedition. We have in part funded this through In Kind Direct.  
 

4. The Bill requires the setting up of a scheme for making free period products available. Do 
you have any views on what elements a scheme should include? In answering this 
question, you might want to take account of factors such as the importance of privacy, 
accessibility, value for money and the environment. 
 
We believe that any scheme should be on a universal basis, and that a variety of products 
should be offered in order to cater for the different needs of people who are menstruating.  

 

5. Do you have any other comments you wish to make about the Bill? 

Scouts Scotland has 600 Scout groups across the country, many of these are in areas of 
deprivation. In order for menstruation to not be a barrier we would love for every Scout 
group in Scotland to be able to provide period products for free. There is of course a cost 
implication and many groups may not be able to afford this. If the Scottish Government is 
looking to ask organisations to provide these products we hope that the Scottish 
Government will provide a fund that groups can apply to in order to help cover the costs.  
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Scouts Scotland fully supports the principles of the Period Products (Free Provision) Scotland 
Bill. We hope that the implementation of the Bill will not only help to reduce the financial 
barriers for those accessing period products and also help to end the stigma around periods.    


