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20 July 2017 
 
 

Dear Convener 
 
The Scottish Ministers’ High Level Output Statement (HLOS) & Statement of 
Funds Available (SoFA) for Control Period 6: 2019-2024  
 
I am writing to advise the Committee that, in line with my statutory duty, I have today 
published the Scottish HLOS in line with the regulatory deadline set by the Office of 
Rail and Road’s (ORR) regulatory review notice of 27 March 2017.   
 
The HLOS has been developed in full collaboration with the Scottish rail industry and 
aligns with the outcomes from our public consultation on the approach to rail 
investment.  It provides a very clear statement of my continued commitment to a 
safe, high performing and sustainable railway, with on-going investment to meet 
capacity demands and improve connectivity between our cities and across our 
communities.  
 
It is with regret that I also advise the Committee that I have been unable to  publish 
the SoFA, which in normal circumstances would outline the public funding available 
to support the requirements in the HLOS.  As outlined in the IPQ of 28 June, the 
ability to publish the SoFA was dependant on reaching agreement with HM Treasury 
on appropriate funding arrangements for Scotland for Control Period 6.  Both myself 
and Mr Mackay, and Mr Brown, have written to the Chief Secretary to the Treasury 
and the UK Secretary of State for Transport respectively raising significant concerns 
about the delay in receiving the new funding proposals. 
 
At the time of publication of the HLOS, the UK Government has advised the Scottish 
Ministers of its intention to change the basis of funding for Network Rail in CP6, but 
the first formal proposals about how these new funding arrangements will work in 
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Scotland were not received from the UK Government until the evening before the 
HLOS publication deadline of 20 July 2017.  This has not left time for prudent 
consideration and the necessary negotiations to confirm satisfactory arrangements.   
 
Clearly this is an unacceptable position. I will now seek discussions with the UK 
Government as a matter of urgency.  
 
I remain fully committed to investing in our railway, in line with our proven track 
record of over £7bn in improved services and infrastructure, since 2007.  However, 
in protecting Scotland’s interests, I will only be in a position to publish the SoFA 
when I have reached agreement with HM Treasury on funding arrangements that 
ensure the safe and sustainable maintenance and development of the Scottish 
railway, alongside governance arrangements which are fully consistent with the 
principles of the devolution settlement for rail.   
 
The ORR have set a revised deadline of 13 October for the submission of the SoFA 
and I will continue to keep the Committee updated as the funding situation develops. 
 
Committee members and members of the public will be able to access copies of the 
Scottish High Level Output Specification from the Transport Scotland website from 
today and copies will also be sent to the SPICe: 
 
https://www.transport.gov.scot/publication/the-scottish-ministers-high-level-output-
specification-for-control-period-6/ 
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