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23 January 2018 
 
Edward Mountain, MSP 
The Scottish Parliament 
Edinburgh 
EHPP 1SP 
 
 
Dear Mr Mountain 
 
I would like to take the opportunity to commend you on the Stage 1 Report on the Islands 
(Scotland) Bill and the Rural Economy and Connectivity Committee’s recommendations. On 
my first reading, it was immediately apparent that the Committee had recognised the verve 
and ambition of Orkney’s communities for this historic and empowering legislation. 
 
When I gave evidence to the Committee in Orkney, the Council’s view was that the Bill would 
be strengthened with the inclusion of: 

• Enabling Powers 
• Provision for Community Benefit 
• Protection of our Legal Status 

 
It is therefore particularly gratifying to see specific recommendations for the first two of these 
matters, while recognising that there is still some way to go to enshrine suitable provisions in 
the final Act. It is also heartening that there is a recommendation in regard to retrospective 
impact assessment.  
 
I am also deeply indebted for the Committee’s intervention in respect of fair funding for our 
internal ferries and that it should be treated as a priority and satisfactorily resolved before the 
conclusion of the current budget process. This has the potential to make a profound 
difference for our islands and most fragile communities. Orkney Islands Council has lobbied 
for many years that there should be recognition that the revenue and ferry replacement costs 
of internal ferry services in Orkney should not place a disproportionate financial burden on 
the Council. The Council has only ever wanted to be treated on an equitable basis. 
 
I would be glad to meet with you when I’m in Edinburgh on how to take forward the 
recommendations in the report – and other potential amendments, particularly the Protection 
of our Legal Status. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
James Stockan 
Leader 

 

 From the Leader 

 Councillor James Stockan  
 Council Offices, Kirkwall, Orkney, KW15 1NY 
 
 Tel: (01856) 873535 E-mail:  james.stockan@council.orkney.gov.uk 
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