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24 May 2018 
 
Dear Convener 
 
NORTHERN ISLES FERRY SERVICES  
 
I made a statement to the Scottish Parliament earlier today announcing my decision to 
tender the next Northern Isles Ferry Services contract. 
 
There were two factors that informed my decision: the views of the local community and a 
recent letter from the European Commission about our future ability to satisfy the State aid 
rules in the event of a direct award to an in-house operator – a copy of this letter is enclosed 
for your reference. 
 
I announced my decision today to allow sufficient time to complete what will be a high-value 
and complex tender procedure before the existing contract ends in October 2019.  My 
decision will reassure the local communities and business who rely on the services for their 
social and economic sustainability of the steps we are taking as a government to safeguard 
the continued delivery of these vital lifeline ferry services. 
 
I would be grateful if you could pass a copy of this letter and enclosures, which is a letter 
from the European Commission and a press release, to members of the Rural Economy and 
Connectivity Committee. 

 
 

HUMZA YOUSAF 

http://www.lobbying.scot/


From: @ec.europa.eu
Sent: 23 February 2018 09:31:51
To: scottish.ministers@gov.scot
Cc: @ec.europa.eu,

@ec.europa.eu
Subject: Your letter of 24 January 2018 requesting a meeting to discuss
compliance with State aid rules

Attachments: letter minister for transport H.Yousaf.PDF

Dear Mr Yousaf,

Please find enclosed, a reply to your letter of 24 January 2018.

Yours sincerely,

B-1049 Brussels/Belgium

_____________________________________________________________________
_
This email has been scanned by the Symantec Email Security.cloud service.
For more information please visit http://www.symanteccloud.com
_____________________________________________________________________
_

*********************************************************************
**********************************************************
This email has been received from an external party and has been swept for the
presence of computer viruses. 
*********************************************************************
**********************************************************







News Release 

24th May 2018 

Northern Isles ferry contract 
Tender to be launched for next operator 

The next contract to operate the Northern Isles ferry Services network will be awarded through a 
fair, open and transparent procurement process. 

The decision to put the contract out to tender was taken following extensive consultation with key 
local stakeholders, consideration of value for money issues and further correspondence from the 
European Commission on the possibility of making a direct contract award to an in-house provider. 

The procurement process will get underway in June, with a view to making the award in Summer 
2019.  

Minister for Transport and the Islands Humza Yousaf said: 

“We have always said we would take the views of the local community into account when it came to 
the procurement of the next Northern Isles Ferry Services contract. Through the consultation 
process, it’s become clear that the preference of the local communities is for this contract to be put 
out to tender, rather than a direct award to an in-house operator. 

"In addition, the latest correspondence from the European Commission means satisfying European 
Law for a direct award will take us beyond the currently extended Northern Isles contract. 

“As a result, we will start the tender process next month in order to allow enough time to complete 
this high value and complex procurement, ensuring that communities and businesses have the 
certainty they need.  Delaying this any further would put the continued delivery of ferry services at 
risk, something I am not prepared to do. 

“The decision to tender the Northern Isles contract does not change my position on the future 
approach to be taken for the next Clyde and Hebrides contract. I remain minded to make direct 
award to CalMac if we can satisfy all the necessary criteria.” 

Ends. 
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