10 January 2019

Edward Mountain MSP
Convener, Rural Economy and Connectivity Committee
Scottish Parliament
rec.committee@parliament.scot

Dear Convener,
I am writing to you following your Committee’s evidence session on 19 December in which it
considered the South of Scotland Economic Enterprise Bill. During this session, Maureen Watt MSP
asked about the support that might be provided to help grow markets for milk and value-added milk
products. I said I would report back to the Committee. To this end, I should highlight the prominence
of Scotland’s Rural College’s (SRUC’s) Dairy Research Centre in this field.
SRUC’s Dairy Research Centre is based at Crichton Royal Farm, Dumfries. It aims to develop,
implement, and provide information on, sustainable breeding and management systems for dairy
cows. Its objectives include finding ways to improve the health and welfare of UK dairy herds and
measuring different systems’ effects on the environment. This important work had helped Dumfries
and Galloway become recognised as a national and international dairy region of significance in
world-class milk production, processing, education and research. In 2017, SRUC was awarded a
Queen’s Anniversary Prize for its long-term dairy genetics study based at its Langhill dairy herd, the
world’s longest running dairy study. The study is estimated to have benefited the British dairy
industry by more £400 million so far.
The SFC is working with SRUC to support the continued market-leading work in this area, including
providing £50,000 in 2018 to support the development of an Outline Business Case (OBC) which
includes plans to establish a new Dairy Unit at the Barony Campus, ensuring SRUC can meet
increasing expectations in respect of both animal welfare and modern farming methods such as
milking robots.
I do hope that this is helpful to the Committee, and to Ms Watt in particular.
Yours sincerely,

Michael Cross
Interim Director – Access, Skills & Outcome Agreements
0131 313 6670
mcross@sfc.ac.uk

