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3 April 2019 
 
 
 
Dear Edward, 
 
The Rural Economy & Connectivity Committee session on 6 March 2019 considered evidence 
on the Restricted Roads (20 mph Speed Limit) (Scotland) Bill.  During my appearance, I 
highlighted that we are working with CoSLA and SCOTS to identify potential barriers to the 
implementation of 20 mph speed limits. Some local authorities had indicated that the current 
Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) process could potentially be one of those barriers. I notified 
the Committee that the Scottish Government would shortly be issuing a questionnaire to all 
local authorities, which will explore this in more detail.   
 
The Committee requested a copy of the questions issued and subsequent feedback once it 
has been received.  I can confirm that the questionnaire was issued on 22 March and I have 
enclosed a copy of the questions in Annex A.  Responses are due in April and once they have 
been collated and analysed I am happy to write to the Committee on the findings. 
 
I hope this is useful.   

 

 
Michael Matheson 
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Annex A   
 
 
Traffic Regulation Orders - the implementation of a TRO is a process which has been well-
developed over a period of time however following on from the Department for Transport’s 
recent consultation on the TRO process, DfT and Transport Scotland are working together to 
gather feedback on the current process.  
 

 Do you think the statutory process for introducing a TRO works well? 
 
 If not, what could be improved? 
 
 If yes please specify why 
 

 Do you think there are ways in which the TRO process could be streamlined? 
 

 Do you think it would be beneficial combining the statutory and public consultation in 
to one process? 

 
 If not why not? 
 
 If yes, please specify why 
 

 Do you think there are ways to streamline the public notice requirements in the TRO 
process? 

 

 Do you think there are ways to streamline the process of overcoming objections? 
 

 What are the main reasons why local authorities are not able to or chose not to 
progress measures which require TRO’s? 
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