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17 February 2021  
 
Dear Convener 
 
RURAL ECONOMY AND CONNECTIVITY COMMITTEE SESSION 10th FEBRUARY 2021 
- CLIMATE CHANGE PLAN UPDATE  

 
During the session the Committee enquired as to what proportion of the fleet is made up of low 
emission vessels and whether, following the purchase of the Northern Isles vessels, that number 
had increased or decreased. It also asked if the Glen Sannox was included within those figures.  
 
You are right that the purchase of the five ferries currently serving the Northern Isles has 
increased the size of ferry fleet owned by the Scottish Government.  This makes the 2032 target 
more stretching but we have chosen to retain it. 
 
At this time 3/36 of the Scottish Government owned ferry fleet are low emission vessels.  The 
increase in the denominator, with the addition of the Northern Isles vessels, means that although 
the number of low emission ferries has remained constant, the proportion in the fleet has fallen.   
 
The Glen Sannox is not included in either the denominator or the numerator, and will not be until 
she is in service. The current figure is achieved with the three diesel/electric plug in hybrid 
vessels which came into service between 2012 and 2016. Therefore the figure has remained 
static. However, the Glen Sannox and Hull 802 were the next step in lower emission ferries by 
utilising Liquid Natural Gas (LNG). The inclusion of these two vessels increases the numbers of 
low emission vessels within the fleet to 5/36 
 
I hope this helps to confirm our position.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

MICHAEL MATHESON 

http://www.lobbying.scot/
mailto:scottish.ministers@gov.scot
mailto:rec.committee@parliament.scot

