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Rural Economy and Connectivity 

 Community Engagement Meeting 

Islands (Scotland) Bill  

Arran - 14 November 2017 

 

The Committee conducted a video conference meeting with a group of 
community representatives from Arran to discuss their views on the Islands 
(Scotland) Bill. These notes are an informal summary of the views expressed.   

 

What were your expectations of an islands bill?  

People felt that… 

 Islands were self-sufficient and resilient. An islands bill needed to recognise 
different challenges and the different nature of islands. 

 An overall objective for the Bill could be to achieve equality of opportunity 
irrelevant of location. 

The Bill creates a duty to publish a national islands plan and lay it before the 

Scottish Parliament. What are your views on this provision? 

People felt that… 

 They supported this provision. 

 They supported a strategic overarching plan, with  local plans at local 
authority level for each island. 

 A plan needs to recognise that there were local authority areas which had 
islands, as well as local authorities consisting wholly of islands. 

 Islands are too big a category and could instead be categorised as groups of 
islands for example by population size. 

 There was a link between islands with more autonomy and population growth. 
Arran could benefit from more autonomy.  

 Measureable targets and metrics are required e.g. population increase, 
economic growth, social welfare. Other community plans should feed into this. 
It was identified that many islands don’t have statistical information to support 
decision making and evidence impact. 

 The implementation of a plan must be meaningful, local and reflect issues for 
Arran. 

 A possible vehicle for implementation to converge island activity is via the 6 
locality planning areas in north Ayrshire and the local representatives of each.  

 Tackling population issues is essential. Arran has a robust economy but there 
are problems in housing. An ageing population and lack of young workers are 
also an issue (47% of working age population was estimated to be lost from 
the island by next census). Priorities had also been expressed through local 
planning – housing, transport & connectivity and social welfare.  

 They were seeking equity in opportunity and consideration. 
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The Bill will require Scottish Ministers and certain Scottish public authorities 
to prepare island impact assessments. Do you agree with this provision? How 
do you think it should work in practice? 

People felt that… 

 Island proofing was required. Some schemes, regulations and tools that are 
used by the Scottish Government aren’t useful or possible to implement on 
the island. For example, in planning regulations there is a condition for duel 
fuel – but these can’t be implemented on many islands as they don’t have 
mainline gas. 

 There was a balance to be found between living on islands for the quality of 
life versus connectivity issues.  

 Island proofing is required in health and social care. Social care needs on an 
island are totally different to the mainland. For example, people can’t make a 
9am appointment on the mainland as the ferry doesn’t arrive on time. 
Practical arrangements could be easily made to better account for location. It 
is frustrating when patients have already had to wait for an appointment to be 
given one they can’t make. 

 There is recognition amongst islanders that they need to go to the mainland to 
access some specialist services, but user experience could be improved 
through island proofing. 

 Islands could be better valued by bigger organisations. There could be 
innovative ways of delivering services on the islands which could actually be 
cheaper.  

 Smaller changes and cuts to the islands can have an amplified effect on the 
local community. E.g. the removal of a police man on the island may mean 
the closure of a local school if they have children.  

 It may be possible to make changes which are cost neutral or through better 
use of resources to implement island proofing. For example, existing 
resources could be joined up via community planning in Arran specifically. 

 There needs to be an obligation on local authorities to consider islands; as 
otherwise the island voice is diluted. 

 On education, island schools tend to suffer in terms of the current 
arrangements for pupil equity funding which is based on SIMD which does not 
take into account access poverty or rural poverty. It’s crucial that funding is 
dealt with for island and rural schools.  
 

The Bill proposes to protect the Scottish Parliamentary constituency boundary 
of Nah Eileanan an Iar (the Western Isles) from change. Do you agree with 
this? 

People felt that… 

 They are supportive of the idea. 
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The Bill proposes to make an exception to the rules for local government 
electoral wards to allow areas with inhabited islands to return 1 or 2 members 
(instead of the usual 3 or 4). What are your views on this proposal? 

People felt that… 

 They supported the principle of flexibility that the bill creates. 

 Currently Arran is part of a ward with Ardrossan. Arran has about 40 percent 
of the population and by chance Arran has two out of three of the elected 
members 

 There is a need for island councillors to be part of the key decision-making 
fora on the Council or in the Cabinet. If they are not part of the local authority 
governance body – they lack influence. An elected member should always be 
present on the Economic Development Group of the council, regardless of 
political changes. Local authorities must take account of island 
representatives in their local decision making arrangements despite political 
colour. 

 There is support for Arran having its own ward boundaries and ideally 2 
Councillors. It is essential to have someone who understands the island’s 
needs. 

 There is a need to take into account population density and travel times when 
setting wards and the number of members. For example, currently Councillors 
can travel for 4 hours for a 45 minute meeting. 

The Bill will provide a regulation making power for the Scottish Ministers to 
create a marine licensing scheme for coastal waters. Do you agree with this 
power? Do you have any comments on how it should be used? 

People felt that… 

 It is good in principle. 

 There is a possible issue when an island sits between two local 
authorities. In the case of Arran, would Argyll and Bute look after the 
marine situation for Arran or would it be North Ayrshire? Does the bill 
recommend how they would deal with that?  

 Another possible issue concerned different arrangements for marine 
licensing on mainland coasts compared to island coasts. The former being 
covered by national licensing, whereas islands could be covered by the 
new local licensing arrangements. 

Do you have any comments on the bill in relation to human rights or 
equalities? 

People felt that… 

 They were concerned about equality of opportunity for islands. 

 Ageing population was also raised as an issue for islands, which is 
relevant for the equality characteristic of age. 
 
 

 

 


