
 

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are 

covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See 

www.lobbying.scot 
 

St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh  EH1 3DG 

www.gov.scot 


  

 

Cabinet Secretary for Transport, Infrastructure and 

Connectivity 

Michael Matheson MSP 

 

 

T: 0300 244 4000 
E: scottish.ministers@gov.scot 

 

 

 

 
Edward Mountain MSP 
Convener 
Rural Economy and Connectivity Committe 
Scottish Parliament 
EDINBURGH 
EH99 1SP 
  

 

___ 
03 March 2021  
 
 
Dear Convener, 
 
PETITION PE1626 – REGULATION OF BUS SERVICES 
 
Thank you for your letter of 26 February outlining the closure of petition PE1626 (Regulation 
of bus services) and requesting information on timescales for commencing the bus provisions 
contained in Part III of the Transport (Scotland) Act 2019. 
 
We recognise the significant role that bus services must play in tackling the causes of climate 
change whilst providing an essential service to millions of Scots.  At the same time, supporting 
the resurgence of a healthy bus network is a vital step in Scotland’s COVID-19 recovery, 
ensuring that public transport remains at the centre of our transport system. 
 
Work on implementing the regulations and guidance in support of the 2019 Act was paused 
as a necessary consequence of resourcing challenges in local and central government as we 
faced the twin challenges of the Coronavirus pandemic and the UK’s exit from the European 
Union.  However, the implementation of the Act has always remained a priority and my officials 
have re-engaged with this work.  The next step is a stakeholder workshop planned for 17 
March 2021.  The primary purpose of this workshop is to inform the development of a public 
consultation exercise on implementing the bus provisions of the Act, which will run later this 
year.  That will, in-turn, inform the development of secondary legislation for introduction to the 
Parliament in due course. 
 
I hope the Committee finds this information useful. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MICHAEL MATHESON 
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