
2nd Floor Thorn House 
5 Rose Street 

Edinburgh, EH2 2PR 

23 July 2020 

By email 

Edward Mountain MSP 
Convener, Rural Economy and Connectivity Committee 

Cc. Maureen Watt MSP, Deputy Convener, Rural Economy and Connectivity Committee 

Dear Convener, 

Phase 2 MPA and Priority Marine Feature (PMF) Management Project 

We were recently informed by Marine Scotland of the delay to the Phase 2 Marine Protected Area 
(MPA) and Priority Marine Feature (PMF) management project, with no anticipated date on which this 
important work will resume.  The project to improve protection given to Priority Marine Features 
outside the MPA network was initiated in May 2017, following the damaging incident in Loch Carron 
which resulted in the designation of the Loch Carron MPA. The Cabinet Secretary for Environment, 
Climate Change, and Land Reform (ECCLR) requested that necessary steps were taken to ensure that 
Priority Marine Features were being protected in accordance with the National Marine Plan.  To date, 
the project has yet to move beyond the pre-consultation stage, with further stakeholder engagement 
still to be held before management measures can be advanced and brought to public consultation. 

As members of coastal communities across Scotland, who rely on healthy marine ecosystems and 
inshore zones for the future of their communities, the Coastal Communities Network were dismayed 
to hear that this work has been delayed with no expected date on which it will progress.  This delay, 
alongside the recent research from Marine Scotland Science1, which found that “less than one per cent 
of trawling and dredging around Scotland’s coast has been covered by controls in marine protected 
areas” and that “current measures within the network are unlikely to significantly reduce the fishing 
pressure to which benthic habitats and species are exposed”, leaves Scotland’s Priority Marine 
Features at serious risk of degradation, and suggests that these habitats and species are not being 
given the protection to which they are due. 

Whilst we very much understand that the Covid-19 situation has impacted upon capacity and 
resources within the Scottish Government, as it has across the board and within our communities, we 
consider the Priority Marine Feature management project, alongside effective designation and 
management of Marine Protected Areas, and improvements to Scottish vessel monitoring systems 
(VMS, a project which is also considerably delayed) as critical to the protection of Scotland’s vital 
natural heritage.  We are now in 2020 and have yet to progress from the incident at Loch Carron in 
April 2017, more than three years ago, which brought the vulnerability of Scotland’s marine habitats 
to the fore.   

1 Langton, R. et al. 2020. Are MPAs effective in removing fishing pressure from benthic species and habitats? Biological 
Conservation 247 (2020) 108511. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.biocon.2020.108511.  
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Protection and restoration of our marine resources are necessary actions for building sustainability 
with which to face crises like the Coronavirus pandemic and, in the near future, climate change 
impacts.  Degradation of our inshore habitats will not only affect the continued health and vitality of 
Scotland’s ecosystems and natural resources, it will also have wide-spread and severe socio-economic 
implications.  As such, we believe that the Rural Economy and Connectivity Committee should take an 
active interest in this matter.   

We ask that the Priority Marine Feature management project is taken forward by Marine Scotland as 
a matter of priority and a date for the next stage set.  We also ask that, alongside progression of this 
work, Ministers review the Marine Scotland Science research “Are MPAs effective in removing fishing 
pressure from benthic species and habitats?”1 and implement urgent measures to bring Scotland’s 
Marine Protected Areas up to the standard required by National and International law. 

We look forward to receiving a specific timescale for the progression of the Phase 2 MPA and Priority 
Marine Feature Management Project.  

Sincerely, 

Rebecca Plant,  
On behalf of the Coastal Communities Network, Scotland 
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