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RURAL ECONOMY AND CONNECTIVITY COMMITTEE 

TRANSPORT (SCOTLAND) BILL  

SUBMISSION FROM CORSTORPHINE COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Background 

Corstorphine Community Council (CCC) represents the views and concerns of residents in 

the Corstorphine area of Edinburgh. It is one of the largest community councils in 

Edinburgh, covering the areas of Carrick Knowe, Forrester, Gyle, Maybury and the historic 

Corstorphine village. We would like to respond to this national call for evidence on the 

Transport Bill, as several of the topics will directly impact the local area.  

Residents in the Corstorphine area have ongoing concerns about poor air quality, 

congestion, traffic domination, illegal parking and inconsiderate parking. CCC and residents 

would like Corstorphine to be a safe, friendly and inviting place to live but too often high 

levels of traffic make getting around difficult for vulnerable people in the community, 

including families with small children, elderly people and people with disabilities.  

CCC believes that the Scottish Government can make lasting changes to where we live 

through a robust and consistent approach to transport legislation. Scotland is at a crisis 

point with traffic congestion, poor air quality, physical inactivity and the resulting health, 

economic and social costs. CCC would like to see more people walk, cycle and take public 

transport in and through our local community, creating a healthier, happier, socially 

inclusive and environmentally friendly place to live and work. 

The Transport Bill can significantly contribute to these aspirations, and, implemented well, it 

can also support a number of other Scottish Government policies, including the Active 

Scotland Delivery Plan, the Climate Change Plan, the National Walking Strategy and 

CAPS.  

Comments 

Part 1 - Low Emission Zones 

CCC supports the principle of LEZs to help improve Scottish air quality. 

CCC has the unenviable task of dealing with the most polluted street in Scotland. St Johns 

Road in Edinburgh is a huge air pollution hotspot, evidenced by multiple years of data and 

an active AQMA declared for NO2 particulates. It regularly receives the annual top spot on 

the “most polluted streets” list. 

Based on current policy, support and delivery, we have seen no meaningful reduction in the 

persistent air quality issues in our local community. The community must deal with health 

impacts, shocking congestion, detriment to the local environment and economic impacts as 

the current mechanisms in place to deal with air quality are woefully inadequate. 
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The most vulnerable people in our community, including elderly people, young children, 

people with disabilities and pre-existing medical conditions, and people from deprived areas 

are even more affected by air quality issues. It is estimated that around 2,000 people in 

Scotland die prematurely every year due to air pollution – Corstorphine’s locals are part of 

that toll. 

The Scottish Government has a legal and moral duty to combat air pollution. LEZs have 

been shown to be the most effective way to mitigate air pollution from transport by UK 

Government research. LEZs are 60 times more effective than a scrappage scheme and are 

the quickest and most cost-effective way to tackle the problem. 

Air pollution is mostly contributed by traffic. High levels of car use Corstorphine not only 

contribute to poor air quality, but cause detriment through noise pollution, reduction of 

community cohesion, reduced street safety, congestion, problem parking, social isolation 

and all the corresponding negative economic impacts. 

It is vital that the Scottish Government prioritises modal shift away from private vehicles and 

towards more efficient and healthier modes of transport – walking, cycling and public 

transport. The roll out of LEZs in communities across Scotland (including Corstorphine) can 

support modal shift to less polluting transport modes and ensure that dirty engines are 

banned from places where people work and live. 

CCC believes that the grace period should be shorter for LEZ implementation by councils. 

Our community cannot afford another six years where no action is taken to mitigate air 

quality concerns. We would expect LEZ implementation to be swift, and penalties to be 

implemented soon after the scheme goes live.  

Part 2 - Bus services 

Edinburgh has an excellent bus service, which moves many thousands of people around 

the city every day. CCC would like to see quality and affordable bus services extended to 

other local authorities, to ensure that more people are able to choose the bus to come to 

Edinburgh rather than the car.  

As St John’s Road is a main thoroughfare for visitors from the west, we believe that 

improved public transport can help to reduce vehicle dependency and unnecessary car trips 

through our local community. We support proposals for an out of town bus interchange, for 

instance at Edinburgh Gateway Station or the Ingliston Park and Ride in order to reduce the 

number of long distance buses having to travel into the city centre.  This would also help 

reduce congestion on Princes Street. 

We would like to see a better, fully-integrated, accessible and affordable public transport 

network for everyone in Scotland. CCC supports an approach to ownership and franchises 

that acts in the public interest and enables the improvement of the public transport network, 

improving reliability and reducing fares. 
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Part 3 - Smart ticketing 

CCC supports smart ticketing for Scotland. Making public transport use easier and more 

accessible is vital to encourage fewer car journeys through our local area.  

Bus use is growing in Edinburgh, and we would like to see this trend continue, as more 

public transport use will contribute to cleaner air, healthier residents and less traffic 

domination on our streets. Seamless integration between trains, trams and buses would 

make it easier for people to get from A to B without relying on the car to do so.  

 

Part 4 - Responsible parking 

We supported the Footway Parking and Double Parking (Scotland) Bill when it was 

introduced in 2015. We welcome proposals to control pavement parking and double parking 

– this will be of great benefit to many people in our local community but particularly people 

with disabilities, elderly people and families with prams and pushchairs.  

While we accept that pavement parking may be a necessary demon for medical 

emergencies, we do not agree that broad-brush exemptions should be in place. A proposed 

20 minute exemption for delivery vehicles, as well as exemptions for a wide range of other 

vehicles negates the strength of this bill and creates problems with enforcement. It also 

creates additional costs for footway maintenance and repair.  

Vulnerable people will not find these proposed exemptions helpful; it should not be deemed 

acceptable for a person with mobility issues or disability to be put in danger from road traffic 

or seriously inconvenienced by pavement parking. 

Pavements and footways should be for pedestrians except shared footways with 

designated shared space for pedestrians and cyclists. 

 


