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RURAL ECONOMY AND CONNECTIVITY COMMITTEE 

TRANSPORT (SCOTLAND) BILL  

SUBMISSION FROM CYCLING UK SCOTLAND 

I am writing to you on behalf of Cycling UK Scotland, Cycling UK Scotland is part of Cycling 

UK, the national charity representing the interests of cyclists across the UK. Cycling UK 

Scotland believe banning footway parking across Scotland will benefit all in Scotland. It will 

benefit older people, disabled people young people and people with children, it will benefit 

everybody, particularly council tax payers who repeatedly fund repairs to our footways 

caused by drivers choosing to store their motor vehicles on the pavement. 

Parking on pavements is not only inconsiderate, it is selfish, dangerous and should not be 

happening in a modern society that desires to be equitable. Everyone deserves to walk on 

safe, pleasant and convenient streets, especially people who are vulnerable. 

Cycling UK Scotland therefore broadly supports the Scottish Government’s Transport 

(Scotland) Bill as it aims to make parking on pavements an enforceable offence. We hope 

the Committee will look favourably on the Transport Bill as it makes the law on pavement 

parking clear, easy to understand and practical to enforce. 

However, we are concerned that in light of the responses some of our members have 

received from their MSPs on this Bill that the Bill will allow what we consider are loopholes 

that will ensure the spirit of the bill will be undermined. 

We are particularly concerned that as proposed the bill allows all delivery vehicles to park 

on any pavement for up to 20 minutes. This favours the convenience of motor vehicle users 

over those of disabled people and other pedestrians.  

Legalising the obstruction and destruction of pavements through parking is surely not what 

the government intends. Tighter restrictions that protect footway users are needed for the 

bill to work as intended. Additionally, it is vital that the Bill contains a clear definition of 

obstruction which can be easily enforced, for example allowing insufficient room for the 

passage of a wheelchair or buggy. 

Responses received to our concerns from some elected members to date have suggested 

that the 20 minutes clause is ‘pragmatic’, some have also suggested that if drivers cannot 

park on footways they may obstruct traffic, including ambulances.  

We believe these responses are intolerant, obfuscation, and a smokescreen. If a motor 

vehicle user parks on the highway in a way that obstructs the highway, a pragmatic 

response would be that the driver should of course park elsewhere. This type of response 

also represents a surprising disregard for footway users who in that situation would find 

themselves waiting for up to 20 minutes to pass a motor vehicle obstructing the footway. 
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Our related concerns are: how will a 20-minute limit be enforced, and any vehicle parking 

on the footway for only 20 minutes can still damage that footway, our footway edges in 

Scotland are frequently damaged and uneven due to the result of footway parking. 

Cycling UK Scotland believes the bill as it stands is worse than the status quo. Pavements 

will be obstructed and damaged legitimately because our parliamentarians never had the 

courage to bring about real change. 

An effective footway parking bill could bring about a cultural change to our streetscape. 

Changing a situation that is currently considered the norm and tolerated, into something 

that is socially unacceptable, in the same way that dog fouling and littering have become. 

London, a city with a population twice the size of Scotland has had an effective ban on 

footway parking for over forty years. 

Cycling UK Scotland hopes that the members of the Rural Economy and Connectivity 

Committee will revise the Bill to ensure that footway parking is banned, and the new laws 

are effective and enforceable, and ensure pavements are for people not motor vehicles. 

 

Yours sincerely 

Gary Cummins 

Vice-Chair Cycling UK Scotland 

 

 


