RURAL ECONOMY AND CONNECTIVITY COMMITTEE
SALMON FARMING IN SCOTLAND
SUBMISSION FROM DAVID J. WATSON
I look after a short beat on the lovely River Doon in Ayrshire.
For many decades Charities and Voluntary organisation have worked tirelessly on
the conservation of this River. These include the River Doon Improvement
Association (formed in 1978), the Ayrshire Rivers Trust, the River Don District
Salmon Fishery Board, Fishing Clubs and, of course a multitude of volunteers &
benefactors.
A huge amount of time and money have therefore been invested by local people in
improving the River, the fish stocks and the adjoining environment.
Our own beat’s 5 year average salmon catches follow –
1988 – 60
1998 – 35
2008 – 29
2018 – 2
In 10 years our salmon and sea trout stocks have gone from healthy to near
extinction. This crash coincides with the arrival of the Firth of Clyde Fish Farms,
some of which, recently available information shows, are the most environmentally
destructive fish farms in Scotland. In 2014 one of our few fish caught was a fine
grilse. It was plastered with 47 sea lice, some covering its eyes, in addition to nine
raw skin lesions where most of the parasites had fallen off. Such lice burdens are
unheard of on fresh wild fish, and it is hard to imagine a worse death than being
eaten alive by blood sucking parasites! (Photos included).
The fish was in excellent condition showing that having survived the lice barrier as a
smolt on its outward journey, it had flourished in the ocean environment.
P/s I enclose a copy of a letter which I sent to relevant MSP’s in 2001 indicating the
severe losses that have been inflicted on the Scottish Wild Fish Economy, by inviting
the Fishing Farming Companies to our shores.
David Watson
April 2018
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