
 

 The Rt Hon George Eustice MP 
Secretary of State for Environment,  

Food and Rural Affairs 

Seacole Building 

2 Marsham Street 

London 

SW1P 4DF 

 

T 03459 335577 

defra.helpline@defra.gov.uk 

www.gov.uk/defra 

 
Edward Mountain MSP 
Convener, Rural Economy and Connectivity 
Committee 
Scottish Parliament 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

15 January 2021 
 
 
 

Dear Edward, 
 

Response to Scottish Rural Economy and Connectivity Committee 

I am responding to a question raised by Emma Harper MSP in a session of the Rural 
Economy and Connectivity Committee on 25 November about the export of sheep from 
Great Britain to Northern Ireland.  

From 1 January, businesses in Great Britain trading live sheep and goats for breeding and 

production (fattening) and their germplasm (semen, ova and embryos) to Northern Ireland 

have needed to follow rules associated with Classical Scrapie.  

These rules can be met in one of two ways. Either the animals:  

(a) come from holdings that meet the legal definition of ‘controlled risk’ for Scrapie. 

In practice, in Great Britain, this means that they must have been part of the 

Scrapie Monitoring Scheme run by Scotland's Rural College (SRUC) for at least 

three years; or  

(b) they have a genetic test which shows they are resistant to the disease and they 

come from a holding which has had no restrictions imposed due to BSE or Scrapie 

during the last two years. 

Some of our farmers may be able to meet the new requirements which reflect a policy aim 

to inhibit the spread of the disease. They mirror those already established for trade from 

the UK to the EU, and spurred the creation of the Scrapie Monitoring Scheme in 1993. I 

appreciate that, in practice, many of those involved in the trade are not at present able to 

meet these terms.  

We raised the issue in our discussions with the EU last year, but unfortunately no technical 

resolution could be reached. We plan to have further discussions with the EU to see if we 

can create some leeway, though there is no guarantee that we will be able to return to the 

former arrangements.  
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I realise that this will be disappointing news for traders. A letter was sent to farming 

stakeholders in England and Wales on 31 December and I understand that Scottish 

Government officials wrote to stakeholders on 24 December.  

We can provide advice on SMS membership to help businesses adapt. Participation in the 

scheme is voluntary but I recognise that traders may wish to join as a pre-requisite for 

farming flocks or herds for intra-Community trade, including for trade with Northern Ireland.  

I attach the link to the scheme: 

https://www.sruc.ac.uk/downloads/download/809/scrapie_monitoring_scheme 

 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 

RT HON GEORGE EUSTICE MP 
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