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Dear Convenor,   

 
I am writing to update the Committee on the work of the Scottish Government’s independent 

Expert Advisory Group on Migration and Population.  
 

The Group’s fifth report, on designing a pilot migration scheme for rural and remote areas of 

Scotland, was published today.  
 

The report builds on the Group’s earlier work setting out the particular demographic challenges 
faced by remote and rural areas and the potential for migration to help address them. It also 

takes forward the recommendations from the UK Migration Advisory Committee in 2019 and 
2020 to establish a pilot scheme for attracting migrants to remote and rural areas. The report 

considers the dynamics of population decline in Scotland’s rural and remote areas, and based on 
this analysis, sets out three options for a pilot scheme for Scotland.  

 
The report is available online here.  

 
The Scottish Government has published an initial response, available here, welcoming the 

report, highlighting that a tailored approach to migration that meets Scotland’s needs is critical, 
and setting out the next steps required to develop a pilot rural and remote migration initiative, 

including close engagement with local authorities.  
 

As Ben Macpherson MSP (previously Minister for Public Finance and Migration) advised the 

Committee in August 2020, the Expert Advisory Group has also been commissioned to produce 
a sixth report, on family migration rules, expected in spring 2021. I will share that report with the 

Committee upon publication, and I will write to the Committee to update on any decisions in the 
coming months about the future work of the Group. 
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For awareness, I am copying this letter to the Convenor of the Rural Economy and Connectivity 
Committee, Edward Mountain MSP, the Convenor of the Finance and Constitution Committee, 

Bruce Crawford MSP, and the Convenor of the Economy, Jobs and Fair Work Committee, 
Gordon Lindhurst MSP, as the above reports are also of relevance to those Committees. 

 
 

 

 
 

Jenny Gilruth 
Minister for Europe and International Development 

 
cc:  

 Edward Mountain MSP, Convenor of the Rural Economy and Connectivity Committee,  

rec.committee@parliament.scot  

 Bruce Crawford MSP, Convener of the Finance and Constitution Committee, 

finance.constitution@parliament.scot  

 Gordon Lindhurst MSP, Convener of the Economy Jobs and Fair Work Committee, 

economyenergyandfairwork@parliament.scot   
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