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Dear Edward, 
 
At my appearance before the Committee on 19th August I agreed to keep the Committee 
informed of the progress of the UK Fisheries Bill through the Houses of Parliament. 
 
I previously wrote to the Committee on 28th September to update you on the progress of the 
Bill and amendments made to it through to Committee stage in the Commons.  I can now 
confirm that the Bill has completed Report Stage and had its Third Reading in the House of 
Commons and that further amendments to the Bill have been made.  A full list of the all the 
amendments made to the Bill in its passage through the Commons can be found here:  
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/58-01/143/5801143.pdf and the current text of 
the Bill can be found here:  https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/58-
01/0181/200181.pdf 
 
A great many of the amendments made were of a technical nature and required to ensure 
the UK has a competent statute book for 1 January 2021.  Additional amendments regarding 
Wales, Northern Ireland and the Channel Islands were of no direct concern to the Scottish 
Government.   
 
Finally, an amendment was passed allowing for ‘agency arrangements’ between the 
fisheries administrations.  The powers do provide for the Scottish Government to take on 
functions on behalf of other administrations, much as we currently do with the Fisheries 
Monitoring Centre (FMC), for administrative functions or for other administrations to take on 
non-legislative functions on our behalf.   
 
I believe this capacity may be useful in enabling the Scottish Government to deliver 
international obligations as it enables one administration to do the paperwork and be the 
point of contact for the UK (other countries and organisations will expect to deal with only 
one body). 
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As you would expect, I am anxious to ensure that the Scottish Parliament will have adequate 
opportunity to scrutinise the use of these powers and I would welcome a discussion between 
my officials and yours over the development of an appropriate process governing their use.   
  
I am copying this letter to the Chairs of the Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform 
Committee and the Delegated Powers and Law Reform Committee. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
FERGUS EWING 
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