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Dear Mr Farrell 
 
Rural Economy and Connectivity Committee 
 
Forth Replacement Crossing Update 4 
 
I refer to the commitment given by Transport Scotland to provide regular updates in 
relation to the Forth Replacement Crossing (FRC) Project.  The most recent FRC 
Project Update 3 was provided to the Rural Economy and Connectivity (REC) 
Committee on 1 March 2017.  This update to the Rural Economy and Connectivity 
Committee includes updates on the following key areas: 
 

 Progress of Construction 

 Stakeholder Engagement 

 FRC Public Transport Strategy 

Photographs illustrating progress can be found at Annex A. 
 
Progress Update 

Since the last written update to the REC Committee on 1 March 2017 and REC 
Committee appearance on 8 March 2017, progress has continued on the North and 
South approach roads and the Queensferry Crossing.   
 
On 29 March, the Cabinet Secretary for Economy, Jobs Fair Work informed the 
Committee that the Queensferry Crossing is now forecast to open to traffic between 
mid-July and the end of August depending on weather conditions. This followed the 
Bridge Contractors advising that a May 2017 opening date is no longer achievable, 
citing delay and disruption caused by the weather (particularly wind) beyond that 
which was foreseen by them in June 2016 as the primary source of this delay.   
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The contractor continues to make every effort to open this iconic structure at the 
earliest opportunity – without compromising safety. 
 
Recent significant milestones achieved include: 
 

 Dismantling of tower cranes with north tower crane fully removed, south tower 
crane removed to below deck level and centre tower crane dismantling in 
progress. (Photograph 1)  

 

 Removal of under deck false-work with 5 of the 6 trestles now removed. 
(Photograph 2) 
 

 Completion of the installation of all expansion joints and the final deck pour on 

the South Approach Viaduct. (Photograph 3) 

 

 M90 south side approach road ready for tie-in when required. (Photograph 4) 
 

 A90 Public Transport Link - ready for tie-in with the existing A90 when required. 
(Photograph 5) 

 

 Traffic switched over at the A90 southbound merge at Ferrytoll. Ferrytoll Junction 
and Ferrytoll Park and Ride construction is progressing well to completion with 
the bus circulatory area now open (Photograph 6) 
 

 Waterproofing and wind barrier installation are continuing on the bridge deck. 
(Photograph 7) 

 
Stakeholder Engagement  
 
Community relations continue to be excellent with a recent FRC public presentation  
as part of the Forth Bridges Forum being well attended and received, whilst the next 
scheduled meeting of the Community Forum is due to take place on 31st May 2017.  
 
The project continues to attract a great deal of interest from a variety of 
stakeholders, including the general public, schools, colleges, universities, industry, 
international visitors and the media.   
 
The Schools Programme has attracted well over 20,000 school pupils from 
throughout Scotland and the Project Exhibition has attracted well over 20,000 
visitors.  Presentations have been attended by over 30,000 people interested in 
hearing more about the FRC Project and latest in the construction of the 
Queensferry Crossing.   
 
The overall Outreach and Education Programme has now attracted well over 70,000 
individuals across all activities.   
 
The next Project Update is due to be published in May 2017. 
 
 



FRC Public Transport Strategy 
 
The FRC Public Transport Strategy Working Group continues to meet on a bi-annual 
basis.  The Working Group most recently met on 20 April, the focus of that meeting 
was on engaging with bus operators, local authorities and the regional transport 
partnership to explore the opportunities for publicising and marketing the public 
transport and active travel elements of the project. Planning for the opening was also 
discussed in line with the ‘Queensferry Crossing and Forth Road Bridge Users’ 
Guide’ produced by Transport Scotland together with dissemination of relevant 
information to the travelling public.  The next meeting of the Working Group is 
scheduled for Autumn 2017.  
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
 
 
David Climie CEng FICE 
FRC Project Director 
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Photograph 3 
 

 
 
Photograph 4 
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Photograph 5 
 

 
 
Photograph 6 
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Photograph 7 
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