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24 January 2017 
 
 
Dear Edward 
 
Thank you very much for the email of Claire Murrie, Assistant Clerk to the Rural Economy 
and Connectivity Committee, dated 20 December 2016, requesting  further information 
following my appearance before your committee on 14 December. 
 
I attach a note on the issues raised in the email and hope this is helpful. 
 
I am copying this letter to Fergus Ewing, Cabinet Secretary for Rural Economy and 
Connectivity and Humza Yousaf MSP,  Minister for Transport and the Islands. 
 

 
KEITH BROWN 

mailto:rec.committee@parliament.scot
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MINISTERIAL NOTE FOR REC COMMITTEE 
 

LAURENCEKIRK  

 To provide a detailed timeline for the Laurencekirk junction project. The committee 
would like to know what is involved in each stage of the process, with particular clarity 
on what needs to be undertaken between now and the proposed project completion in 
2021 (OR 37-38). 

 

Last year we announced £24 million for the design and construction of a new grade-
separated junction at Laurencekirk as part of a package of additional investment alongside 
Aberdeen City Region Deal and remain committed to completing this important upgrade for 
the people of the north east. 

The DMRB Stage 2 option assessment process is underway and is currently estimated to 
complete in 2018 with the identification of a preferred option. 

The DMRB Stage 3 assessment comprises the detailed development and assessment of the 
preferred option and is currently estimated to complete in 2019 with the publication of draft 
Orders for formal comment. 

Future progress thereafter is dependent on the public reaction to the published draft Orders 
and whether there is a need for a Public Local Inquiry (PLI).  However, subject to no 
objections being received and satisfactory completion of the statutory process we will 
prepare and issue tender documentation in 2020 for an estimated construction start date of 
2021. 

Further details of the route selection processes which are used on trunk road schemes can 
be found in Annex A. 

While there is still a lot of essential development work to be carried out we will continue to 
push forward the preparation stages to deliver this scheme as soon as possible bringing 
improved road safety and economic benefits to road users and the local community in 
Laurencekirk and the wider north east. 

 

ROAD SAFETY  

 To supply information on the provision of on-road services on the A9 and associated 
road safety issues (OR 39-40). 

 

Lorry parking facilities are provided on a commercial basis and as such Transport Scotland 
has no role or responsibility to build or run such premises. 

The Scottish Government takes account of the needs of the haulage sector in its planning 
policy.  In particular, Scottish Government Planning Guidance includes references to the 
provision of adequate parking facilities.  It also provides guidance on how local development 
plans should consider, and if necessary mitigate, the transport impacts of significant 
developments. 

In considering the provision of lay-bys and toilet facilities, Transport Scotland will seek to 
balance the needs of users of the A9 (HGV drivers, hill walkers, tourists, etc) and the local 
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communities as part of the design process. As a minimum the layby provision will be 
upgraded from small laybys to larger ones with separator islands between the parking and 
carriageway. 

An important part of that exercise for the A9 will be to engage with the various HGV agencies 
over the coming months once the junction and layby locations emerge, and seek their views 
on locations for other facilities.  

 

 To provide accident prevention figures in relation to the average speed cameras on 
the A9 (OR 39-40). 

 

The A9 Safety Group was formed in 2012. We have been committed to publishing and 
reporting A9 route performance updates on a quarterly basis, with the latest full data analysis 
report published on the A9 Safety Group website in November 2016 
(http://a9road.info/resources/publications/ ). Figures from Police Scotland continue to 
demonstrate that compliance within operational thresholds remains at exceptionally high 
levels. The current average over the life of the scheme is indicating that an average of 12 
drivers per day are being detected by the average speed cameras. When compared against 
known traffic volumes this equates to a compliance level of 99.97%. The figures when 
compared with baseline enforcement data is demonstrating a 63% reduction in the number 
of drivers being detected for speeding offences. 
 
 

DALRY BYPASS 

 To outline the timeline for works on the Dalry bypass, including the start date, 
estimated completion date and overall project cost (Col 40). 

 

Following completion of the statutory process for the A737 Dalry Bypass, a contract notice 
was issued on the Public Contracts Scotland portal in March 2016.  This invited prospective 
bidders to apply to participate in the procurement exercise to construct approximately 3.8 
kilometres of new single carriageway trunk road to the east of Dalry in North Ayrshire. 
Expressions of interest were returned in May 2016 and  four bidders were invited to  bid for 
the contract. We are on schedule to award the contract in spring 2017 and we expect that 
the construction period will take approximately 24 months. Preparatory construction work is 
programmed to commence before the end of FY 2016/17.  

The estimated contract cost is £34-£38 million.  Together with the duration of the 
construction period, this will be confirmed at contract award. 

 

RAIL NETWORK CAPACITY AND EFFICIENCY – FREIGHT  

 To outline whether any work has been done to encourage a modal shift and reduce 
goods vehicle numbers (OR 41-42). 

 

Ministers are committed to encouraging modal shift of freight from road to the more 
environmentally friendly modes of rail and water. The development of rail freight facilities in 

http://a9road.info/resources/publications/
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Scotland is a matter for the commercial sector and the Freight Grants Team are always 
happy to meet with any company or group to provide advice and discuss proposals which 
might be eligible for grant funding. In addition we will shortly be writing to stakeholders, 
including freight operating companies, inviting applications for mode shift grant funding for 
2017/18. 

 

 To clarify whether the Government has any intention to encourage greater use of the 
rail network to transport fresh goods (OR 42). 

 

The Scottish Government recognises the significant contribution that the rail freight industry 
can make to the Scottish economy, offering a safer and more sustainable way of transporting 
vital goods and materials, and supporting thousands of jobs across the country.   

This position was reflected in our rail freight strategy, "Delivering the Goods", that was 
published in March last year.  Many stakeholders played a key role in the development of 
that strategy and were supportive of the vision, approach and actions.  The work by the 
Scottish Parliament’s Infrastructure & Capital Investment Committee in its 2015 Inquiry into 
freight was very helpful in identifying and understanding the challenges facing the freight 
industry more widely in Scotland, and in stimulating debate on the issues.  The successful 
publication of our rail freight strategy was followed by a similar strategy being published by 
the UK Government in September last year, amongst other things helping to better reflect 
the cross-border nature of many of our freight flows. 

Our refreshed rail freight strategy sets out a renewed focus on galvanising the efforts of the 
Scottish Government, the wider public sector, the rail industry and private business towards 
identifying opportunities to grow existing markets and develop new ones, and help sustain 
the industry.  The various actions set out in the strategy, including looking at key commodity 
markets such as food and drink, are being taken forward by Transport Scotland in 
partnership with key stakeholders. 

This is alongside record levels of investment in Scotland’s railways, with a £1.8 billion 
programme of enhancements during Control Period 5 to improve the capacity and capability 
of the infrastructure, delivering benefits for freight as well as passenger services.  We have 
also introduced the £30 million Scottish Strategic Rail Freight Investment Fund that is 
helping to better unlock opportunities for rail freight across the country. 

 

TIMESCALES AND MILESTONES 

 To provide a written breakdown of major milestones in the A9, A96, M8, M73 and M74 
improvement projects including estimated completion dates (Col 44) 

 

A9 Dualling Perth to Inverness 

 

The Infrastructure Investment Plan (IIP) committed us to start the construction of the dualling 
of the A9 between Perth and Inverness by 2017 and for the dualling to be completed by 
2025. The current program for the design of each of the schemes that form the dualling can 
be found by following the link below: 
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http://www.transport.gov.scot/system/files/documents/projects/A9%20Dualling/A9%20Progra
mme-March-2014.pdf  

The programme document is split into broad timescales for the design and development 
stages of each project making up the programme. The stages are:  

DMRB stage 2 – route options 

DMRB stage 3 – development of preferred options 

Statutory processes – preparation and publication of the Environmental Statement and draft 
orders.  Once the statutory process is complete and finance is available the schemes can be 
procured and construction started. 

Depending on the level of detailed assessment brought forward at stage 2 some projects 
have taken slightly longer than originally expected to reach a preferred route. This work is 
likely to shorten stage 3 and the timescale for statutory processes will remain unchanged 
with the majority of projects publishing draft orders and Environmental Statements this year.  

The one exception is the Birnam to Tay Crossing project where following a request from the 
local community, Transport Scotland has agreed to enter into a co-creative community 
engagement process on the project. This will entail revisiting a range of community 
generated options and has therefore delayed the announcement of a preferred route 
(conclusion of DMRB stage 2 on the published programme).  

Notwithstanding the above, the programme remains on schedule for the 2025 completion 
date. 

Construction of the new dualling started on the Kincraig to Dalraddy project at a ground-
breaking ceremony on 10 September 2015. This was in advance of the 2017 timescales 
committed to in the IIP.  

On 30 September 2016 approximately 4km of newly constructed carriageway was opened to 
traffic. Work is on track for the section to be fully completed and open to traffic by the 
summer of 2017. 

The road orders for the Luncarty to Pass of Birnam section were made on the 13 December 
2016 and published on the 20 December. This will allow the General Vesting Declaration to 
be made after successfully completing a six week challenge period completing the statutory 
process and allowing the procurement process to begin.  

Work on the Luncarty  to Pass of Birnam scheme is expected to commence on the ground 
towards the end of 2017. 

 

A96 Dualling Inverness to Aberdeen 

The Scottish Government has given a commitment to dual the A96 between Inverness and 
Aberdeen by 2030.  Dualling this vital road between Scotland's two northern-most cities is a 
significant undertaking which requires careful, in-depth planning and design to ensure that 
we deliver the right scheme to help tackle congestion, reduce journey times, improve journey 
time reliability and improve road safety for all users. 

Transport Scotland has completed packages of preliminary engineering (DMRB Stage 1) 
and strategic environmental assessment work along the route between east of Nairn and 
Aberdeen with the outcome presented to the public at a series of exhibitions in May 2015.   

http://www.transport.gov.scot/system/files/documents/projects/A9%20Dualling/A9%20Programme-March-2014.pdf
http://www.transport.gov.scot/system/files/documents/projects/A9%20Dualling/A9%20Programme-March-2014.pdf
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Based on the outcome of the preliminary work, the next phase of design (which is the route 
options assessment) is to be taken forward as three sections, in addition to the more 
advanced Inverness to Nairn (including Nairn Bypass) section.  The three sections are on 
the basis of a Western Section (Hardmuir to east of Fochabers – approx. 46km), Central 
Section (east of Fochabers to east of Huntly – approx. 31km) and Eastern Section (east of 
Huntly to proposed junction with Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route – approx. 42km). 

Details of the route selection processes which are used on trunk road schemes can be found 
in Annex A. 

Western Section (Hardmuir to Fochabers): The DMRB Stage 2 option assessment 
process got underway in June 2016 and is currently estimated to complete in 2018 with the 
identification of a preferred option.  The DMRB Stage 3 assessment comprises the detailed 
development and assessment of the preferred option and is expected to take a further two 
years to complete thereafter. 

Route options assessment work on the Eastern Section (between east of Huntly and 
Aberdeen) is expected to commence this year following procurement of a design consultant 

with the Central Section (east of Fochabers to east of Huntly) to follow in 2019.  For each of 
these sections it is expected that the route option assessment (DMRB Stage 2) will also take 
approximately two years to complete with the DMRB Stage 3 assessment expected to take a 
further two years to complete. 

In addition to the preliminary work on the dualling programme Transport Scotland has also 
completed the design and assessment of the preferred option for the A96 Inverness to Nairn 
(including Nairn Bypass) section and published draft Orders on 29 November 2016 for formal 
comment.  The formal statutory consultation period ends on the 31 January 2017.  Further 
progress on the scheme will depend on the level and nature of comments and/or objections 
received to the publication of draft Orders.  

The overall timetable for the dualling programme is set by the Scottish Government’s 
commitment to complete the dualling between Inverness and Aberdeen by 2030.  

 

M8 M73 M74 Motorway Improvements 

As the project enters its final stages, traffic management challenges will continue as works 
progress to tie the new roads into to the existing ones as we approach the opening of the 
scheme in Spring 2017.  

Whilst the remaining works are heavily weather dependant, we expect the M74 J5 Raith 
Underpass to open to traffic over the coming weeks.  
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Annex A 
 

Design and Assessment Process for Trunk Road Improvements 
Transport Scotland carries out a rigorous assessment process to establish the preferred 
option for a trunk road improvement.  The three stage assessment process is based on the 
standard of good practice set by the Design Manual for Roads and Bridges (DMRB).   
 
The DMRB Stage 1 gathers evidence to carry out a preliminary/strategic assessment and 
identifies potential improvement strategies to address the aims of the corridor under 
assessment.  
 
The DMRB Stage 2 option assessment process includes undertaking an engineering, 
environmental, traffic and economic assessment of the potential impacts of each option to 
inform a preferred grade separated junction option choice.  During this stage of assessment 
the options under consideration will be presented to the public for vital feedback.  
 
The DMRB Stage 3 assessment comprises the detailed development and assessment of the 
preferred option and culminates in the publication of draft Orders which opens the formal 
consultation period.  This stage includes the development of the preferred option, carrying 
out a detailed Ground Investigation and environmental surveys, detailed discussions with 
landowners affected by the preferred option, preparation of statutory order material and 
completing an Environmental Impact Assessment. 
 
Future progress thereafter is dependent on the public reaction to the published draft Orders 
and whether there is a need for a Public Local Inquiry (PLI).  Construction of each 
improvement scheme can only commence if it is approved under the relevant statutory 
procedures. 

 


