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12 February 2021 
 
 
Dear Edward,  
 
The Welfare of Animals during Transport  
 
I am writing to you following the appearance of the previous Minister for Rural Affairs and the 
Natural Environment before the Committee on 2 December 2020 to give evidence on the 
draft Trade in Animals and Related Products (EU Exit) (Scotland) (Amendment) Regulations 
2020. I am sorry for the unfortunate delay in replying. 
 
During Ms Gougeon’s appearance on that date, Peter Chapman posed a question on the 
Scottish Government’s position on the export of live animals after 1 January 2021. The 
previous Minister committed to reply in writing to the Committee. 
 
The previous Minister informed the Committee, by letter on 4 December 2020, that a public 
consultation launched on that date to consider the recommendations made by the then Farm 
Animal Welfare Committee in their ‘Opinion on the Welfare of Animals during Transport’ and 
the potential introduction of these recommendations in Scotland. The consultation will 
consider how those recommendations might be implemented in Scotland and the potential 
impact of implementation on stakeholders. The UK Government’s consultation with regards 
to journeys of livestock for slaughter and fattening to EU member states from or through 
England and Wales is a separate matter. 
 
The Scottish Government would ideally wish to have consistent legislation on these matters, 
to aid understanding and enforcement as there are many routine movements of animals for 
various purposes to and from all parts of Great Britain. There are a number of areas where a 
co-ordinated approach to animal welfare legislation could be beneficial and I have offered 
discussions at official level on how we can best collaborate on the issue of welfare during 
transport. 
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I hope this information is helpful to the Committee. 
 
 

Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 

BEN MACPHERSON 
Minister for Rural Affairs and the Natural Environment 
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