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Dear Edward, 
 
Agriculture and Fisheries (Update) – 3 March 2021 
 
Thank you for providing the opportunity to discuss and update the Committee on the 
agriculture and fisheries parts of my portfolio. 
 
During the evidence session I undertook to write to the committee on two points: 
 

 Statement of policy on food 
 Rural childcare 

 
Statement of policy on food 
 
In relation to the timing of the publication of the non-statutory statement of policy on food I 
can confirm that my officials are redirecting their focus from work related to the COVID-19 
pandemic and Brexit and turning their attention to the statement with the aim of publishing 
this in the next session of Parliament. 
 
Rural childcare 
 
Policy officials across government, including rural economy, islands communities, women in 
agriculture and out of school childcare teams; have been working together to consider the 
challenges and possible solutions for childcare provision in rural and remote areas. Research 
has been carried out with childcare providers and a report is being published on 24th March 
that examines innovative and flexible models of childcare, including outdoor provision and 
integrated services. 
 
We are also funding a childcare pilot to be delivered by Mull and Iona Community Trust which 
will trial some of these models. A project co-ordinator will be appointed to engage with 
children, families and communities (including farming families) on the island, testing the 
effectiveness of approaches and adapting as necessary to meet their needs. The pilot 
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is intended to take account of seasonal patterns of work, which often impact on parents in 
agricultural communities as well as those working in hospitality and tourism. We recognise 
that childcare requirements often fall disproportionately on women and therefore more 
flexible rural childcare services will support women’s employment opportunities across the 
rural economy. 

 
Yours sincerely,  

 
FERGUS EWING 
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