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___ 
28 September 2020 
 
 
Dear Edward, 
         
At my appearance before the REC Committee on 19 August I promised to keep the 
Committee informed of further developments regarding the Fisheries Bill as it 
continues its progress through the Houses of Parliament. 
 
I can inform the Committee that the Bill completed its Committee stages in the 
House of Commons on 15 September. At Committee a large number of amendments 
were made to the Bill, a full list of which can be found attached to Annex A. The 
current text of the Bill can be found here: 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/58-01/0181/200181.pdf and I should 
note that in some cases the numbering between amendment and final Bill has been 
tweaked to reflect the additional clauses added.     
 
In brief many of these amendments were of a technical nature, correcting existing 
UK law or amending retained EU law, in order to ensure the UK and Scotland have 
an operable statute book on 1 January 2021.  Further amendments were made in 
order to reverse the amendments made to the Bill in the Lords.  Despite my 
misgivings about the overall approach taken by the United Kingdom Government on 
these amendments, they do return the text to that which was originally placed before 
the Committee and on that basis I do not believe they give rise to any additional 
considerations. 
 
Therefore, I believe that all of the amendments listed fall within the terms of the 
Legislative Consent Motion agreed by the Committee and the Parliament.   
 
I will be happy to answer any further questions you may have on the amendments or 
the Bill as a whole.  
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Yours sincerely,  

 
FERGUS EWING 
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ANNEX A – Amendments made to UK Fish Bill at Common’s Committee Stage 
 
Amendment 1 
 
In clause 1, page 1, line 12, leave out subsections (2) and (3) and insert— 
 
‘(2) The “sustainability objective” is that— 
 
 (a) fish and aquaculture activities are— 
 
  (i) environmentally sustainable in the long term, and 
 

 (ii) managed so as to achieve economic, social and employment benefits 
and contribute to the availability of food supplies, and 

 
 (b) the fishing capacity of fleets is such that fleets are economically viable but do 

not overexploit marine stocks.” 
 
This amendment alters the definition of the “sustainability objective” so as to revert to 
the definition as it stood before it was substituted at Report stage in the Lords. 
 
Amendment 2 
 
In clause 2, page 3, line 37, leave out “18 months” and insert “two years”. 
 
This amendment extends the deadline for publishing the first joint fisheries statement. 
Under the Bill as it stands the deadline is 18 months after the Bill is passed; the 
amendment alters it to two years after the Bill is passed. 
 
 
Amendment 11 
 
In schedule 2, page 42, line 38, leave out from “crabs”, to end of line 1 on page 43 and 
insert -  
 
“, in paragraph (2), after “foreign fishing boats” insert “of sea fish caught in waters lying 
outside British fishery limits”.” 
 
This amendment exempts foreign vessels from restrictions in the Undersized Velvet 
Crabs Order 1989 in relation to fish caught outside British fishery limits. 
 
Amendments 12  
 
In schedule 2, page 43, line 2, leave out, from “crabs)” to end of line 4 and insert - 
 
“, in paragraph (2), after ‘foreign fishing boats’ insert ‘and were caught in waters lying 
outside British fishery limits.” 
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This amendment exempts foreign vessels from restrictions in the Undersized Velvet 
Crabs Order 1989 in relation to fish caught outside British fishery limits. 
 
Amendment 13,  
 
In schedule 2, page 43, line 13, leave out “Scottish or”. 
 
This amendment removes Scottish fishing boats from the scope of article 4 of the 
Undersized Velvet Crabs Order 1989 (which imposes a minimum size for carriage of 
velvet crabs in the English zone). 
 
Amendment 14  
 
In schedule 2, page 43, line 13, leave out “or a foreign vessel”. 
 
This amendment exempts foreign vessels from restrictions in the Undersized Velvet 
Crabs Order 1989 in relation to fish caught outside British fishery limits. 
 
Amendment 15  
 
In schedule 2, page 43, line 16, at end insert— 
 
“(4) A foreign vessel is prohibited from carrying in the English zone velvet crab that 
were caught in waters lying within British fishery limits and are below the minimum size 
mentioned in sub-paragraph (1).” 
 
This amendment exempts foreign vessels from restrictions in the Undersized Velvet 
Crabs Order 1989 in relation to fish caught outside British fishery limits. 
 
Amendment 16  
 
In schedule 2, page 43, line 23, leave out “Scottish or”.— 
 
This amendment removes Scottish fishing boats from the scope of article 4 of the 
Undersized Velvet Crabs Order 1989 (which imposes a minimum size for carriage of 
velvet crabs in the English zone). 
 
Amendment 17 
 
In schedule 2, page 43, line 29, at end insert— 
 
“(5A) After article 4 insert— 
 
‘Fishing by Faroe Islands-licensed foreign vessels 
 
4A (1) Nothing in article 2, 3 or 4 applies in relation to fish that were caught by a Faroe 
Islands-licensed foreign vessel in waters lying within the Special Area unless, at the 
time they were caught, the vessel was included in the list maintained and published by 
the Scottish Ministers for the purposes of section 16(2A) of the Fisheries Act 2020. 
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(2) In this article the following expressions have the same meaning as in section 16 of 
the Fisheries Act 2020— 
 
‘Faroe Islands-licensed’; 
 
‘the Special Area’.” 
 
This amendment exempts foreign vessels from certain provisions of the Undersized 
Velvet Crabs Order 1989 where they are fishing in the Special Area and have a Faroe 
Islands licence. This is in order to comply with the treaty entered into with Denmark in 
1999 on maritime delimitation in the area between the United Kingdom and the Faroe 
Islands. 
 
Amendment 18 
 
In schedule 2, page 44, line 19, leave out from “prohibition)” to end of line 20 and 
insert— 
 
 (a) in paragraph (1) omit “wherever caught”; 
 
 (b) in paragraph (2), after “applies” insert “(wherever caught)”; 
 
 (c) after paragraph (2) insert— 
 
“(3) The landing in England or Northern Ireland from a foreign fishing boat of any sea 
fish to which this article applies that were caught in waters lying within British fishery 
limits is prohibited.”” 
 
This amendment exempts foreign vessels from restrictions in the Lobsters and Crawfish 
(Prohibition of Fishing and Landing) Order 2000 in relation to fish caught outside British 
fishery limits. 
 
Amendment 19 
 
In schedule 2, page 44, line 22, at end insert— 
 
‘(4A) After article 4A insert— 
 
“Fishing by Faroe Islands-licensed foreign fishing boats 
 
4B (1) Nothing in article 3(2) or 4A(1) (fishing prohibition) applies in relation to fishing at 
any time by a Faroe Islands-licensed foreign fishing boat in waters lying within the 
Special Area unless, at that time, the fishing boat was included in the list maintained 
and published by the Scottish Ministers for the purposes of section 16(2A) of the 
Fisheries Act 2020. 
 
(2) Nothing in article 4(3) (landing prohibition) applies in relation to fish that were caught 
by a Faroe Islands-licensed foreign fishing boat in waters lying within the Special Area 
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unless, at the time they were caught, the fishing boat was included in the list maintained 
and published by the Scottish Ministers for the purposes of section 16(2A) of the 
Fisheries Act 2020. 
(3) In this article the following expressions have the same meaning as in section 16 of 
the Fisheries Act 2020— 
 
“Faroe Islands-licensed”; 
 
“the Special Area”.” 
 
This amendment exempts foreign fishing boats from certain provisions of the Lobsters 
and Crawfish (Prohibition of Fishing and Landing) Order 2000 where they are fishing in 
the Special Area and have a Faroe Islands licence. This is in order to comply with the 
treaty entered into with Denmark in 1999 on maritime delimitation in the area between 
the United Kingdom and the Faroe Islands. 
 
Amendment 20 
 
In schedule 2, page 44, line 36, at end insert— 
 
‘(3A) After article 4 insert— 
 
“Fishing by Faroe Islands-licensed foreign fishing boats 
 
4A (1) Nothing in article 4 (landing prohibition) applies in relation to fish that were 
caught by a Faroe Islands-licensed foreign fishing boat in waters lying within the 
Special Area unless, at the time they were caught, the fishing boat was included in the 
list maintained and published by the Scottish Ministers for the purposes of section 
16(2A) of the Fisheries Act 2020. 
 
(2) In this article the following expressions have the same meaning as in section 16 of 
the Fisheries Act 2020— 
 
“Faroe Islands-licensed”; 
 
“the Special Area”.” 
 
This amendment exempts foreign fishing boats from certain provisions of the 
Undersized Edible Crabs Order 2000 where they are fishing in the Special Area and 
have a Faroe Islands licence. This is in order to comply with the treaty entered into with 
Denmark in 1999 on maritime delimitation in the area between the United Kingdom and 
the Faroe Islands. 
 
Amendment 21 
 
In schedule 2, page 45, line 13, at end insert— 
 
‘(2A) In article 3, in paragraph (3), at the end of sub-paragraph (c) insert “; or 
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(d) carried in, or used by, a Faroe Islands-licensed foreign fishing boat for the purpose 
of fishing in waters lying within the Special Area unless the fishing boat is, at the time it 
is so carried or used, included in the list maintained and published by the Scottish 
Ministers for the purposes of section16(2A) of the Fisheries Act 2020.” 
 
(2B) In article 3, after paragraph (3) insert— 
 
“(4) In this article the following expressions have the same meaning as in section 16 of 
the Fisheries Act 2020— 
 
“Faroe Islands-licensed”; 
 
“the Special Area”.” 
 
This amendment exempts foreign fishing boats from certain provisions of the Sea Fish 
(Specified Sea Areas) (Regulation of Nets and other Fishing Gear) Order 2001 where 
they are fishing in the Special Area and have a Faroe Islands licence. This is in order to 
comply with the treaty entered into with Denmark in 1999 on maritime delimitation in the 
area between the United Kingdom and the Faroe Islands. 
 
Amendment 22 
 
In schedule 2, page 45, line 16, leave out “in relation to” 
 
This is a minor amendment removing superfluous wording. 
 
Amendment 23 
 
In schedule 2, page 45, line 19, leave out “in relation to” 
 
This is a minor amendment removing superfluous wording. 
 
Amendment 24 
 
In schedule 2, page 45, line 26, at end insert— 
 
‘(2A) In article 3, in paragraph (2), at the end of sub-paragraph (c) insert— 
 
“(d) to fishing at any time by a Faroe Islands-licensed foreign fishing boat in waters lying 
within the Special Area unless the fishing boat is, at that time, included in the list 
maintained and published by the Scottish Ministers for the purposes of section16(2A) of 
the Fisheries Act 2020.” 
 
(2B) In article 3, after paragraph (2) insert— 
 
“(3) In this article the following expressions have the same meaning as in section 16 of 
the Fisheries Act 2020— 
 
“Faroe Islands-licensed”; 
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“the Special Area”.” 
 
This amendment exempts foreign fishing boats from certain provisions of the Prohibition 
of Fishing with Multiple Trawls Order 2001 where they are fishing in the Special Area 
and have a Faroe Islands licence. This is in order to comply with the treaty entered into 
with Denmark in 1999 on maritime delimitation in the area between the United Kingdom 
and the Faroe Islands. 
 
Amendment 25 
 
In schedule 2, page 46, line 11, at end insert “, or 
 
(d) a foreign fishing boat outside British fishery limits. 
 
‘(4) The prohibition in this article does not apply in relation to a net carried in, or 
deployed by, a Faroe Islands-licensed foreign fishing boat for the purpose of fishing in 
waters lying within the Special Area unless the fishing boat is, at the time it is so carried 
or deployed, included in the list maintained and published by the Scottish Ministers for 
the purposes of section 16(2A) of the Fisheries Act 2020. 
 
(5) In this article the following expressions have the same meaning as in section 16 of 
the Fisheries Act 2020— 
 
“Faroe Islands-licensed”; 
 
“the Special Area”.” 
 
This amendment exempts foreign fishing boats from certain provisions of the Shrimp 
Fishing Nets Order 2002 where they are fishing in the Special Area and have a Faroe 
Islands licence. This is in order to comply with the treaty entered into with Denmark in 
1999 on maritime delimitation in the area between the United Kingdom and the Faroe 
Islands. The amendment also clarifies that the Order only applies to foreign fishing 
boats when they are within British fishery limits. 
 
Amendment 26 
 
In schedule 2, page 46, line 34, at end insert— 
 
‘(2A) In article 3, in paragraph (2), at the end of sub-paragraph (c) insert “, or 
 
(d) to fishing at any time by a Faroe Islands-licensed foreign fishing boat in waters lying 
within the Special Area unless the fishing boat is, at that time, included in the list 
maintained and published by the Scottish Ministers for the purposes of section16(2A) of 
the Fisheries Act 2020.” 
 
(2B) In article 3, after paragraph (2) insert— 
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“(3) In this article the following expressions have the same meaning as in section 16 of 
the Fisheries Act 2020— 
 
“Faroe Islands-licensed”; 
 
“the Special Area”.” —(Victoria Prentis.) 
 
This amendment exempts foreign fishing boats from certain provisions of the Prohibition 
of Fishing with Multiple Trawls Order 2003 where they are fishing in the Special Area 
and have a Faroe Islands licence. This is in order to comply with the treaty entered into 
with Denmark in 1999 on maritime delimitation in the area between the United Kingdom 
and the Faroe Islands. 
 
Amendments 3 
 
In clause 16, page 12, line 32, at end insert— 
 
“(b) by a Faroe Islands-licensed fishing boat in waters lying within the Special Area. 
 
‘(2A) The exception in subsection (2)(b) does not apply in relation to a foreign fishing 
boat that is for the time being included in a list maintained and published for the 
purposes of this subsection by the Scottish Ministers.” 
 
This amendment excepts foreign fishing boats from the requirement to be licensed 
under the Bill where they are fishing in the Special Area and have a Faroe Islands 
licence. It also gives the Scottish Ministers power to remove this exception from 
particular foreign fishing boats by putting them on a published list. These changes are 
in order to comply with the treaty entered into with Denmark in 1999 on maritime 
delimitation in the area between the United Kingdom and the Faroe Islands.  
 
Amendment 4 
 
In clause 16, page 13, line 3, leave out subsection (8) and insert— 
 
‘(8) For the purposes of this section a fishing boat is “Faroe Islands-licensed” if there is 
in force a licence issued by or on behalf of the Government of the Faroe Islands 
authorising it to fish in waters lying (to any extent) within the Special Area. 
 
(9) In this section— 
 

(a) “the Special Area” means the Special Area, as defined in Article 4 of, and 
Schedule C to, the Faroe Islands Treaty; 

 
 (b) “the Faroe Islands Treaty” means the agreement between— 
 
  (i) the Government of the United Kingdom, and 
 

 (ii) the Government of the Kingdom of Denmark together with the Home 
Government of the Faroe Islands, relating to the maritime delimitation in 

http://www.lobbying.scot/


 

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are 

covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See 

www.lobbying.scot 
 

St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh  EH1 3DG 

www.gov.scot 


  

 

the area between the Faroe Islands and the United Kingdom, entered into 
on 18 May 1999; 

 
 (c) “licence” (except in subsection (8)) means a licence granted under 
section17.”  
 
This amendment inserts definitions into clause 16 in connection with Amendment 3. 
 
Amendment 27 
 
In schedule 3, page 56, line 3, leave out paragraph (a) and insert— 
 
‘(a) sections 15 to 17,’ 
 
This amendment updates the definition of “licensing function” so that it includes 
functions under clause 16. 
 
Amendment 28, in schedule 4, page 57, line 2, leave out sub-paragraph (3). 
 
This amendment removes the power to extend section 2 of the Fishery Limits Act 1976 
(which is repealed by paragraph 3(1) of this Schedule) to the Channel Islands or the 
Isle of Man. 
 
amendment 29, in schedule 4, page 63, line 14, at end insert— 
 
“‘temporary foreign vessel licence’ means a licence that— 
 
(a) is granted in respect of a foreign fishing boat, and 
 
(b) has effect for a period of no more than three weeks;”. 
 
This amendment is one of a group of I that introduces an expedited process for granting 
temporary licences to foreign fishing boats by communicating them electronically to the 
European Commission (or, in the case of a non-EU fishing boat, the relevant regulatory 
authority) and publishing them on the web. 
 
Amendment 32, in schedule 4, page 63, line 44, leave out from “charterer;” to end of 
line 47 and insert— 
 
“(b) in relation to a licence or notice relating to a foreign fishing boat, the owner or 
charterer of the fishing boat. 
 
(2B) A temporary foreign vessel licence shall be granted to the owner or charterer of a 
foreign fishing boat by communicating it to the relevant person by— 
 
(a) transmitting it to the relevant person by means of an electronic communication, and 
 
(b) subsequently publishing it on the website of the Welsh Ministers or of a person 
granting the licence on their behalf. 
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(2C) In paragraph (2B), ‘the relevant person’, in relation to a foreign fishing boat, 
means— 
 
(a) if the fishing boat is registered in a member State, the European Commission; 
 
(b) if the fishing boat is registered in a country or territory that is not a member State, 
the authority in that country or territory that is responsible for the regulation of fishing 
boats.” 
 
This amendment is one of a group of amendments that introduces an expedited 
process for granting temporary licences to foreign fishing boats by communicating them 
electronically to the European Commission (or, in the case of a non-EU fishing boat, the 
relevant regulatory authority) and publishing them on the web. 
 
Amendment 33 
 
In schedule 4, page 64, line 10, after “licence”, insert 
 
“, other than a temporary foreign vessel licence,”. 
 
This amendment is one of a group of amendments that introduces an expedited 
process for granting temporary licences to foreign fishing boats by communicating them 
electronically to the European Commission (or, in the case of a non-EU fishing boat, the 
relevant regulatory authority) and publishing them on the web. 
 
Amendment 34 
 
In schedule 4, page 64, line 21, leave out paragraphs (a) and (b) and insert— 
 
“(a) in the heading, for ‘Delivery’ substitute ‘Granting’; 
 
(b) in paragraphs (1) and (2), for ‘delivered’ substitute ‘granted’; 
 
(c) in paragraph (3)— 
 
 (i) after ‘A licence’ insert ‘, other than a temporary foreign vessel licence,’; 
 
 (ii) for ‘a nominee’s’ substitute ‘an’; 
 
 (iii) for ‘delivered’ substitute ‘granted’; 
 
(d) after paragraph (3) insert— 
 
‘(3A) In relation to a licence or notice transmitted by electronic means at any time during 
January 2021, the reference in paragraph (3) to 24 hours is to be read as a reference to 
one hour. 
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(3B) A notice communicated in accordance with regulation 2(2)(b) (publication on 
website) shall be treated as given immediately it is published in accordance with that 
provision. 
 
(3C) A temporary foreign vessel licence communicated in accordance with regulation 
2(2B) shall be treated as granted immediately it is published in accordance with that 
provision.’; 
 
(e) in paragraph (5) (in each place it occurs), for ‘delivered’ substitute ‘granted’.” 
 
This amendment is one of a group of amendments that introduces an expedited 
process for granting temporary licences to foreign fishing boats by communicating them 
electronically to the European Commission (or, in the case of a non-EU fishing boat, the 
relevant regulatory authority) and publishing them on the web. 
 
Amendment 35 
 
In schedule 4, page 64, line 27, leave out from “paragraph (a)” to end of line 28 and 
insert— 
 
“(i) after ‘2(1)’ insert ‘or (2B)’; 
 
(ii) omit ‘, and a notice which is communicated in accordance with regulation 2(2)(b),’; 
 
(iii) for ‘delivered or given’ substitute ‘granted’;”. 
 
This amendment is one of a group of amendments that introduces an expedited 
process for granting temporary licences to foreign fishing boats by communicating them 
electronically to the European Commission (or, in the case of a non-EU fishing boat, the 
relevant regulatory authority) and publishing them on the web. 
 
Amendment 36 
 
In schedule 4, page 65, line 38, at end insert— 
 
“(e) after that definition insert— 
 
‘“temporary foreign vessel licence” means a licence that— 
 
(a) is granted in respect of a foreign fishing boat, and 
 
(b) has effect for a period of no more than three weeks.’.” 
 
This amendment is one of a group of amendments that introduces an expedited 
process for granting temporary licences to foreign fishing boats by communicating them 
electronically to the European Commission (or, in the case of a non-EU fishing boat, the 
relevant regulatory authority) and publishing them on the web. 
 
Amendment 37 
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In schedule 4, page 65, line 40, after “words”, insert— 
 
“(i) after ‘A licence’, insert ‘, other than a temporary foreign vessel licence,’; 
 
(ii) ”. 
 
This amendment is one of a group of amendments that introduces an expedited 
process for granting temporary licences to foreign fishing boats by communicating them 
electronically to the European Commission (or, in the case of a non-EU fishing boat, the 
relevant regulatory authority) and publishing them on the web. 
 
Amendment 38 
 
In schedule 4, page 65, line 43, at end insert— 
 
“(ba) after that paragraph insert — 
 
‘(1A) A temporary foreign vessel licence is to be granted to the owner or charterer of a 
foreign fishing boat by communicating it to the relevant person by— 
 
 (a) transmitting it to the relevant person by means of an electronic 
communication, and 
 

(b) subsequently publishing it on the website of the Scottish Ministers or of a 
person granting the licence on their behalf. 

 
(1B) In paragraph (1A), “the relevant person”, in relation to a foreign fishing boat, 
means— 
 
 (a) if the fishing boat is registered in a member State, the European Commission; 
 

 (b) if the fishing boat is registered in a country or territory that is not a member 
State, the authority in that country or territory that is responsible for the regulation 
of fishing boats.’” 

 
This amendment is one of a group of amendments that introduces an expedited 
process for granting temporary licences to foreign fishing boats by communicating them 
electronically to the European Commission (or, in the case of a non-EU fishing boat, the 
relevant regulatory authority) and publishing them on the web. 
 
Amendment 39 
 
In schedule 4, page 66, line 3, leave out from “notices)” to end of line 4 and insert— 
 
“(a) in the heading, for ‘Delivery’ substitute ‘Granting’; 
 
(b) in paragraphs (1) and (2), for ‘delivered’ substitute ‘granted’; 
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(c) in paragraph (3)— 
 
 (i) after ‘A licence’, insert ‘, other than a temporary foreign vessel licence,’; 
 
 (ii) for ‘a nominee’s’ substitute ‘an’; 
 
 (iii) for ‘delivered’ substitute ‘granted’; 
 
(d) after paragraph (3) insert— 
 
‘(3A) In relation to a licence or notice transmitted by electronic communication at any 
time during January 2021, the reference in paragraph (3) to 24 hours is to be read as a 
reference to one hour. 
 
(3B) A temporary foreign vessel licence communicated in accordance with regulation 
3(1A) is to be treated as granted immediately it is published in accordance with that 
provision.’; 
 
(e) in paragraph (5) (in both places), for ‘delivered’ substitute ‘granted’.” 
 
This amendment is one of a group of amendments that introduces an expedited 
process for granting temporary licences to foreign fishing boats by communicating them 
electronically to the European Commission (or, in the case of a non-EU fishing boat, the 
relevant regulatory authority) and publishing them on the web. 
 
Amendment 40 
 
In schedule 4, page 66, line 4, at end insert— 
 
“(6) In regulation 5 (time at which licences and notices to have effect), in paragraph 
(a)— 
 
 (a) after ‘3(1)’, insert ‘or (1A)’; 
 
 (b) for ‘delivered’ substitute ‘granted’.” 
 
This amendment is one of a group of amendments that introduces an expedited 
process for granting temporary licences to foreign fishing boats by communicating them 
electronically to the European Commission (or, in the case of a non-EU fishing boat, the 
relevant regulatory authority) and publishing them on the web. 
 
Amendment 41 
 
In page 66, line 30, at end insert— 
 
“(ba) for the definition of ‘notice’ substitute— 
 
‘“notice” means a notice of variation, suspension or revocation of a licence;’;”. 
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This amendment updates the definition of “notice” in the Sea Fishing (Licences and 
Notices) (England) Regulations 2012 to reflect other changes to those regulations made 
in this Schedule.  
 
Amendment 42 
 
In schedule 4, page 66, line 44, at end insert— 
 
“‘temporary foreign vessel licence’ means a licence that— 
 
(a) is granted in respect of a foreign fishing boat, and 
 
(b) has effect for a period of no more than three weeks.” 
 
This amendment is one of a group of amendments that introduces an expedited 
process for granting temporary licences to foreign fishing boats by communicating them 
electronically to the European Commission (or, in the case of a non-EU fishing boat, the 
relevant regulatory authority) and publishing them on the web. 
 
Amendment 43 
 
In schedule 4, page 66, line 46, leave out paragraph (a) to paragraph (c) on page 67 
and insert— 
 
“(a) in paragraph (1)— 
 
 (i) after ‘A licence’, insert ‘, other than a temporary foreign vessel licence,’; 
 
 (ii) for the words from ‘the owner’ to the end substitute ‘an appropriate recipient 
(“P”)’; 
 
(b) after that paragraph insert— 
 
‘(1A) In paragraph (1) “an appropriate recipient” means— 
 
 (a) in relation to a licence or notice relating to a relevant fishing boat— 
 
  (i) the owner or charterer of the fishing boat, or 
 
  (ii) a nominee of the owner or charterer; 
 

(b) in relation to a licence or a notice, relating to a foreign fishing boat, the 
owner or charterer of the fishing boat.’; 

 
 (c) in paragraph (2), after ‘A licence’, insert ‘, other than a temporary foreign 
vessel licence, ’; 
 
 (d) after paragraph (3) insert — 
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‘(3A) A temporary foreign vessel licence is to be granted to the owner or charterer of a 
foreign fishing boat by communicating it to the relevant person by— 
 
 (a) transmitting it to the relevant person by means of an electronic 
communication, and 
 

(b) subsequently publishing it on the website of the Marine Management 
Organisation or of a person granting the licence on its behalf. 

 
(3B) In paragraph (3A), “the relevant person”, in relation to a foreign fishing boat, 
means— 
 
 (a) if the fishing boat is registered in a member State, the European Commission; 
 

(b) if the fishing boat is registered in a country or territory that is not a member 
State, the authority in that country or territory that is responsible for the regulation 
of fishing boats.’; 

 
 (e) omit paragraph (8).” 
 
This amendment is one of a group of amendments that introduces an expedited 
process for granting temporary licences to foreign fishing boats by communicating them 
electronically to the European Commission (or, in the case of a non-EU fishing boat, the 
relevant regulatory authority) and publishing them on the web. 
 
Amendment 44 
 
In schedule 4, page 67, line 10, at end insert— 
 
“(5) In regulation 4 (time at which licences are delivered and notice given)— 
 
 (a) in the heading and paragraphs (1), (2), (3) and (4), for ‘delivered’ substitute 
‘granted’; 
 
 (b) after paragraph (4) insert— 
 
‘(4A) In relation to a licence or notice transmitted by means of an electronic 
communication at any time during January 2021, the reference in paragraph (4) to 24 
hours is to be read as a reference to one hour. 
 
(4B) A temporary foreign vessel licence communicated as described in regulation 3(3A) 
is treated as granted immediately it is published in accordance with that provision.’; 
 
 (c) in paragraph (7) (in both places), for ‘delivered’ substitute ‘granted’. 
 
(6) In regulation 5 (time at which licences and notices have effect), in paragraph (a), for 
‘delivered’ substitute ‘granted’.” 
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This amendment is one of a group of amendments that introduces an expedited 
process for granting temporary licences to foreign fishing boats by communicating them 
electronically to the European Commission (or, in the case of a non-EU fishing boat, the 
relevant regulatory authority) and publishing them on the web. 
 
Amendment 45 
 
In schedule 4, page 68, line 4, at end insert— 
 
“(f) after that definition insert— 
 
‘“temporary foreign vessel licence” means a licence that— 
 
(a) is granted in respect of a foreign fishing boat, and 
 
(b) has effect for a period of no more than three weeks.’” 
 
This amendment is one of a group of amendments that introduces an expedited 
process for granting temporary licences to foreign fishing boats by communicating them 
electronically to the European Commission (or, in the case of a non-EU fishing boat, the 
relevant regulatory authority) and publishing them on the web. 
 
Amendment 46 
 
Iin schedule 4, page 68, line 6, leave out paragraphs (a) to (c) and insert— 
 
“(a) in paragraph (1)— 
 
 (i) after ‘A licence’, insert ‘, other than a temporary foreign vessel licence,’; 
 
 (ii) omit ‘Northern Ireland’; 
 

(iii) for the words from ‘the owner or charterer of the boat’ to the end substitute 
‘an appropriate recipient’; 

 
(b) in paragraph (2), after ‘A licence’, insert ‘(other than a temporary foreign vessel 
licence)’; 
 
(c) in paragraph (3), for the words from ‘the owner or charterer of the boat’ to the end 
substitute ‘an appropriate recipient’; 
 
(d) after paragraph (4) insert— 
 
‘(4A) In paragraphs (1) to (4), “an appropriate recipient” means— 
 
(a) in relation to a licence or notice relating to a Northern Ireland fishing boat— 
 
 (i) the owner or charterer of the fishing boat, or 
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 (ii) a nominee of that owner or charterer; 
 
(b) in relation to a licence or notice relating to a foreign fishing boat, the owner or 
charterer of the fishing boat. 
 
(4B) A temporary foreign vessel licence is to be granted to the owner or charterer of a 
foreign fishing boat by delivering it to the relevant person by— 
 
(a) transmitting it to the relevant person by means of an electronic communication, and 
 
(b) subsequently publishing it on the website of the Department or of a person granting 
the licence on its behalf. 
 
(4C) In paragraph (4B), “the relevant person”, in relation to a foreign fishing boat, 
means— 
 
(a) if the fishing boat is registered in a member State, the European Commission; 
 
(b) if the fishing boat is registered in a country or territory that is not a member State, 
the authority in that country or territory that is responsible for the regulation of fishing 
boats.’” 
 
This amendment is one of a group of amendments that introduces an expedited 
process for granting temporary licences to foreign fishing boats by communicating them 
electronically to the European Commission (or, in the case of a non-EU fishing boat, the 
relevant regulatory authority) and publishing them on the web. 
 
Amendment 47 
 
In schedule 4, page 68, line 20, at end insert— 
 
“(5) In regulation 4 (time when licences are delivered and notices given), after 
paragraph (4) insert— 
 
‘(4A) In relation to a licence or notice transmitted by means of an electronic 
communication at any time during January 2021, the reference in paragraph (4) to 24 
hours is to be read as a reference to one hour. 
 
(4B) A temporary foreign vessel licence delivered as described in regulation 3(4B) is 
treated as delivered immediately it is published in accordance with that provision.’ 
 
(6) In regulation 5 (time when licences, variations, suspensions or revocations have 
effect), in paragraph (a), after ‘3(2)’, insert ‘or (4B)’.”—(Victoria Prentis.) 
 
This amendment is one of a group of amendments that introduces an expedited 
process for granting temporary licences to foreign fishing boats by communicating them 
electronically to the European Commission (or, in the case of a non-EU fishing boat, the 
relevant regulatory authority) and publishing them on the web. 
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Amendment 48 
 
In schedule 4, page 68, line 22, at end insert— 
 
“Sea Fish Licensing (Wales) Order 2019 
 
22 The Sea Fish Licensing (Wales) Order 2019 (S.I. 2019/507 (W. 117)) (which has not 
come into force) is revoked. 
 
Sea Fishing (Licences and Notices) (Wales) Regulations 2019 
 
23 The Sea Fishing (Licences and Notices) (Wales) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/500 
(W. 116)) (which have not come into force) are revoked. 
 
Sea Fish Licensing (England) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 
 
24 The Sea Fish Licensing (England) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/523) (which 
have not come into force) are revoked. 
 
Sea Fish Licensing (Foreign Vessels) (EU Exit) (Scotland) Order 2019 
 
25 The Sea Fish Licensing (Foreign Vessels) (EU Exit) (Scotland) Order 2019 (S.S.I. 
2019/87) (which has not come into force) is revoked. 
 
Sea Fishing (Licences and Notices) (Scotland) (Amendment) Regulations 2019 
 
26 The Sea Fishing (Licences and Notices) (Scotland) (Amendment) Regulations 2019 
(S.S.I. 2019/88) (which have not come into force) are revoked. 
 
Fishing Boats Designation (EU Exit) (Scotland) Order 2019 
 
27 The Fishing Boats Designation (EU Exit) (Scotland) Order 2019 (S.S.I. 2019/345) 
(which has not come into force) is revoked.” 
 
This amendment revokes various statutory instruments that have not come into force, 
and were made as part of contingency planning in case the Bill was not passed before 
IP completion day. 
 
Amendment 49 
 
In schedule 4, page 69, line 21, at beginning insert— 
 
“(1) Regulations made under section 4B of the Sea Fish (Conservation) Act 1967 
(regulations supplementary to sections 4 and 4A of that Act) in relation to licences 
under section 4 of that Act have effect on and after the coming into force of paragraph 
6(2) as if they were made under paragraph 7(1) of Schedule 3 to this Act.” 
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This is a technical amendment clarifying the transitional provisions applying on the 
transition from the licensing regime in the Sea Fish (Conservation) Act 1967 to the 
licensing regime in the Bill. 
 
Amendment 54 
 
In clause 35, page 24, line 15, at end insert— 
 
“(c) require the Secretary of State, or another person, to publish specified information 
about financial assistance given in accordance with the scheme. 
 
(4A) In subsection (4)(c) ‘specified’ means specified by the scheme; and information 
that may be specified under that provision includes information about— 
 
 (a) the recipient of the financial assistance; 
 
 (b) the amount of the financial assistance; 
 
 (c) the purpose for which the financial assistance was given. 
 
(4B) The scheme may not impose a duty to publish information where its publication 
would (taking the duty into account) contravene the data protection legislation (within 
the meaning of the Data Protection Act 2018).” 
 
This amendment allows financial assistance schemes to include requirements to 
publish information about financial assistance given under the scheme. 
 
 
Amendments 56 
 
In schedule 6, page 72, line 19, at end insert— 
 
“(c) require the Scottish Ministers, or another person, to publish specified information 
about financial assistance given in accordance with the scheme. 
 
(4A) In sub-paragraph (4)(c) ‘specified’ means specified by the scheme; and information 
that may be specified under that provision includes information about— 
 
 (a) the recipient of the financial assistance; 
 
 (b) the amount of the financial assistance; 
 
 (c) the purpose for which the financial assistance was given. 
 
(4B) The scheme may not impose a duty to publish information where its publication 
would (taking the duty into account) contravene the data protection legislation (within 
the meaning of the Data Protection Act 2018).” 
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This amendment allows financial assistance schemes made by the Scottish Ministers to 
include requirements to publish information about financial assistance given under the 
scheme. 
 
Amendment 57 
 
In page 73, in schedule 6, line 19, at end insert— 
 
“(c) require the Welsh Ministers, or another person, to publish specified information 
about financial assistance given in accordance with the scheme. 
 
(4A) In sub-paragraph (4)(c) ‘specified’ means specified by the scheme; and information 
that may be specified under that provision includes information about— 
 
 (a) the recipient of the financial assistance; 
 
 (b) the amount of the financial assistance; 
 
 (c) the purpose for which the financial assistance was given. 
 
(4B) The scheme may not impose a duty to publish information where its publication 
would (taking the duty into account) contravene the data protection legislation (within 
the meaning of the Data Protection Act 2018).” 
 
This amendment allows financial assistance schemes made by the Welsh Ministers to 
include requirements to publish information about financial assistance given under the 
scheme. 
 
Amendment 58 
 
In page 74, in schedule 6, line 19, at end insert— 
 
“(c) require the Northern Ireland department, or another person, to publish specified 
information about financial assistance given in accordance with the scheme. 
(4A) In sub-paragraph (4)(c) ‘specified’ means specified by the scheme; and information 
that may be specified under that provision includes information about— 
 
 (a) the recipient of the financial assistance; 
 
 (b) the amount of the financial assistance; 
 
 (c) the purpose for which the financial assistance was given. 
 
(4B) The scheme may not impose a duty to publish information where its publication 
would (taking the duty into account) contravene the data protection legislation (within 
the meaning of the Data Protection Act 2018).”—(Victoria Prentis.) 
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This amendment allows financial assistance schemes made by the Department of 
Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs in Northern Ireland to include requirements 
to publish information about financial assistance given under the scheme. 
 
Amendment 144 
 
In clause 41, page 28, line 24, after “Senedd Cymru” insert 
 
“(ignoring any requirement for the consent of a Minister of the Crown imposed under 
Schedule 7B to the Government of Wales Act 2006)”. 
 
This amendment has the effect that the Secretary of State’s power to make regulations 
under clause 38 without the consent of the Welsh Ministers does not to include power 
to make provision that would be within the legislative competence of Senedd Cymru 
with the consent of a Minister of the Crown. 
 
Amendment 7 
 
In clause 41, page 28, line 31, after “of” insert “sea fishing by”. 
 
This amendment clarifies the scope of the Secretary of State’s power to make 
regulations under clause 38 or 40 in relation to matters that are also within the scope of 
the corresponding powers conferred on the devolved authorities under Schedule 8. 
 
Amendments 50 
 
In schedule 8, page 85, line 26, after “of” insert “sea fishing by”. 
 
This amendment clarifies the scope of the Welsh Ministers’ power to make regulations 
under paragraph 6 or 8 of Schedule 8 in relation to matters that are not within the 
legislative competence of Senedd Cymru. 
 
Amendment 146 
 
In schedule 8, page 85, line 26, at end insert— 
 
‘(3A) Provision which does not fall within sub-paragraph (3)(a), but which would do so 
but for a requirement for the consent of a Minister of the Crown imposed under 
Schedule 7B to the Government of Wales Act 2006, may be included in regulations 
under paragraph 6 or 8 with the consent of the Secretary of State.’—(Victoria Prentis.) 
 
This amendment enables the Welsh Ministers, with the consent of the Secretary of 
State, to include in regulations under paragraph 6 or 8 provision that is only within the 
legislative competence of Senedd Cymru if consent has been given by a Minister of the 
Crown. 
 
Amendment 51 
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In schedule 9, page 93, line 12, leave out “2010 (S.I. 2010/940)” and insert “2017 (S.I. 
2017/1012)” 
 
This technical amendment updates a cross reference to a set of regulations so that it 
refers to the current version. 
 
Amendment 52  
 
In schedule 9, page 96, line 37, leave out “2010 (S.I. 2010/940)” and insert “2017 (S.I. 
2017/1012)”. 
 
This technical amendment updates a cross reference to a set of regulations so that it 
refers to the current version. 
 
Amendment 59 
 
In page 105, line 39, in schedule 10, at end insert— 
 
Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) No 1393/2014 
 
3A (1) Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) No 1393/2014 establishing a discard 
plan for certain pelagic fisheries in north-western waters is amended as follows. 
 
(2) In Article 1 (subject matter)— 
 
 (a) the existing text becomes paragraph 1; 
 

(b) in that paragraph, for the words from “in the north-western” to “that 
Regulation” substitute “and applies to waters within ICES subarea 5B that are 
within United Kingdom waters and to waters within ICES subareas 6 and 7 that 
are not within Union waters”; 

 
 (c) after that paragraph insert— 
 
2 In paragraph 1, “United Kingdom waters” and “Union waters” have the meaning they 
have in Regulation (EU) No 1380/2013.” 
 
(3) In Article 2 (survivability exemption), in paragraph 6 for “and 2020” substitute “, 2020 
and 2021”. 
 
(4) In Article 3a (de minimis exemptions in the years 2018, 2019 and 2020)— 
 
(a) in the heading, for “and 2020” substitute “, 2020 and 2021”; 
 
(b) in points (a), (b) and (c), for “and 2020” substitute “, 2020 and 2021”. 
 
(5) For Article 5 (entry into force) substitute— 
 
“Article 5 
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Expiry 
 
This regulation ceases to have effect at the end of 31 December 2021.” 
Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) No 1395/2014 
 
3B (1) Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) No 1395/2014 establishing a discard 
plan for certain small pelagic fisheries and fisheries for industrial purposes in the North 
Sea is amended as follows. 
 
(2) In Article 1 (subject matter)— 
 
 (a) the existing text becomes paragraph 1; 
 

(b) in that paragraph, for the words from “in the North” to “that Regulation” 
substitute “and applies to waters within ICES division 2a and subarea 4 that are 
within United Kingdom waters”; 

 
 (c) after that paragraph insert— 
 
2 In paragraph 1, “United Kingdom waters” has the meaning it has in Regulation (EU) 
No 1380/2013.” 
 
(3) In Article 3a (de minimis exemption in the years 2018, 2019 and 2020)— 
 
 (a) in the heading, for “and 2020” substitute “, 2020 and 2021”; 
 
 (b) in the body, for “and 2020” substitute “, 2020 and 2021”. 
 
(4) Article 4a (Danish North Sea coast) is revoked. 
 
(5) For Article 5 (application) substitute— 
 
“Article 5 
 
Expiry 
 
This regulation ceases to have effect at the end of 31 December 2021.” 
 
This amendment makes minor changes to retained EU legislation in connection with the 
application of the landing obligation. 
 
Amendment 53 
 
In schedule 10, page 106, line 4, at end insert 
 
“Regulation (EU) 2017/2403 
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4A Regulation (EU) 2017/2403 of the European Parliament and of the Council on the 
sustainable management of external fishing fleets is revoked.” 
 
This amendment revokes an EU Regulation that is not needed after IP completion day. 
 
Amendment 60  
 
In page 111, line 31, at end insert— 
 
Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2019/2238 
 
8A (1) Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2019/2238 specifying details of 
implementation of the landing obligation for certain demersal fisheries in the North Sea 
for the period 2020-2021 is amended as follows. 
 
(2) In Article 3 (exemptions for Norway lobster)— 
 
 (a) in paragraph 1, omit point (b); 
 
 (b) omit paragraph 3. 
 
(3) In Article 6 (exemption for plaice)— 
 
 (a) in paragraph 1, omit point (c); 
 
 (b) in paragraph 2, in point (b), for “80-99” substitute “80”; 
 
 (c) omit paragraph 4. 
 
(4) In Article 8 (exemption for turbot), omit paragraph 2. 
 
(5) In Article 10 (de minimis exemptions)— 
 
 (a) in point (f) after “6% in 2020” insert “and 2021”; 
 
 (b) in each of points (f), (h) and (k) to (n), omit the words from “the de minimis” to 
the end; 
 
 (c) after point (n) insert— 
 
 

“(o) in fisheries by vessels using bottom trawls (OTB, OTT, TB, TBN) of mesh 
size 80-99mm in the United Kingdom waters of ICES subarea 4 and ICES 
Division 2a: 

 
(p) a quantity of Norway lobster below the minimum conservation reference 
size, which shall not exceed 2% of the total annual catches of that species.” 

 
Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2019/2239 
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8B (1) Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2019/2239 specifying details of the 
landing obligation for certain demersal fisheries in North-Western waters for the period 
2020-2021 is amended as follows. 
 
(2) In Article 6 (exemption for plaice), omit paragraph (2). 
 
(3) In Article 8 (de minimis exemptions)— 
 
 (a) in paragraph 1, in each of points (d) to (k), omit “in 2020”; 
 
 (b) omit paragraph 2.” 
 
This amendment makes minor changes to retained EU legislation in connection with the 
application of the landing obligation. 
 
Amendment 9, in clause 51, page 35, leave out lines 26 to 28 and insert— 
 
““minimum conservation reference size”, in relation to an aquatic organism, means the 
size of a member of the species of which the organism is a member, at the level of 
maturity of that organism, below which capture or retention is prohibited or restricted;” 
 
This amendment clarifies the definition of “minimum conservation reference size”. 
 
Amendment made: 145, in clause 51, page 35, line 28, at end insert— 
 
“Minister of the Crown” has the same meaning as in the Ministers of the Crown Act 
1975 (see section 8(1) of that Act);” 
 
This amendment inserts into the Bill a definition of “Minister of the Crown”. 
 
Amendment made: 10, in clause 52, page 37, line 3, leave out “revocation made by 
paragraph 5” and insert “repeals and revocations made by paragraphs 3 to 5” 
 
This amendment ensures that the repeal in Schedule 4 of the current regime governing 
access of foreign fishing boats to British waters extends to the Channel Islands and the 
Isle of Man. 
 
amendment 55, in clause 53, page 37, line 30, at end insert— 
 
‘(4A) Section (conservation of seals) and Schedule (conservation of seals) come into 
force on 1 March 2021.” 
 
This amendment provides that the proposed new clause and Schedule on the 
conservation of seals come into force on 1 March 2021. 
 
Amendment made: 84, in clause 54, page 37, line 38, leave out subsection (2).—
(Victoria Prentis.) 
 

http://www.lobbying.scot/


 

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are 

covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See 

www.lobbying.scot 
 

St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh  EH1 3DG 

www.gov.scot 


  

 

This amendment removes the privilege amendment inserted by the Lords. 
 
New Clause 1 
 
Conservation of Seals 
 
‘Schedule (conservation of seals) contains amendments of the Conservation of Seals 
Act 1970 and the Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985 (1985/171 (N.I. 2)) in 
connection with prohibiting the killing, injuring or taking of seals.’—(Victoria Prentis.) 
 
This new clause introduces the proposed new Schedule on the conservation of seals. 
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