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I am writing to let you know that yesterday evening I confirmed a case of highly pathogenic 
avian influenza H5N1 in a flock of breeding gamebirds in Leven, Glenrothes.  
 
The site houses approximately 14,000 breeding gamebirds in three houses. A large 
percentage of the birds on the premise have already succumbed to disease and APHA have 
begun humane culling of the remaining birds to prevent further spread of disease. 
 
As you might be aware, although disappointing, a further case of avian influenza in Scotland 
was not unexpected. All GB administrations had previously increased the risk of incursion of 
avian influenza to very high for wild birds, and increased the risk of exposure of poultry 
across the whole of GB to be medium (where stringent biosecurity is applied) to high 
(where there are biosecurity breaches).   
 
To date in 2020/2021, avian influenza has been confirmed in poultry or other captive birds at 
23 premises in the UK. The first cases of avian influenza in the UK in 2020/2021 were 
confirmed in England on 02 November 2020 (LPAI H5N2 in Kent and HPAI H5N8 in 
Cheshire). Of the cases to date in 2020/2021 in the UK: 

• 18 are in England including: one case of LPAI H5N2, one case of HPAI H5N1 and 16 
cases of HPAI H5N8 

• 2 are in Scotland comprising one case of HPAI H5N8 (Orkney Islands) and this case 
of H5N1.  

• 1 is in Wales: a case of HPAI H5N8 (Isle of Anglesey). 
• 2 are in Northern Ireland: both are cases of HPAI H5N8. 

This is now the largest ever UK outbreak of avian influenza with 23 confirmed cases (prior to 
this, the largest number of cases was 13 cases in 2016/7). In addition, this is the first time a 
case of HPAI has occurred in poultry in Northern Ireland. 
 
A large number of positive cases of HPAI have also been detected in wild birds across the 
UK.  
 
Due to the threat of avian influenza from wild birds, it is possible there will be more cases 
found in poultry in Scotland, despite the introduction of the mandatory biosecurity measures 
in the Avian Influenza Prevention Zone (AIPZ) introduced on 11 November, and subsequent 
housing requirements added on 14 December. This is likely to remain the case until the end 
of peak inward migration, around the end of February.  
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A 3 km Protection Zone (PZ) and 10 km Surveillance Zone (SZ) have been put in place 
around the current Glenrothes infected premise to prevent the spread of disease. Within 
these zones a range of controls are in place, which includes restrictions on the movement of 
poultry, carcasses, eggs, used poultry litter and manure. In accordance with legislation 
(Avian Influenza (H5N1 in Poultry) (Scotland) Order 2007), Ministers are also required to 
declare a Restricted Zone (RZ) where the Chief Veterinary Officer confirms highly 
pathogenic avian influenza H5N1.  Current evidence indicates that the risk of this case is no 
higher than the other AI cases recently declared in the UK. Therefore, the RZ is 10 km and 
has the same extent as the PZ and SZ, with no additional measures. 
 
I appreciate that such news will be disappointing, especially whilst we continue to mitigate 
the effects of COVID-19.  
 
Scottish Government is working with the Animal and Plant Health Agency (APHA), the lead 
organisation that works to safeguard animal and plant health for the benefit of people, the 
environment and the economy, to arrange for the cull of the infected avian species over the 
next few days. Public health colleagues’ advice is that the risk to human health from the virus 
is very low. Food standards bodies advise that avian influenzas pose a very low food safety 
risk for UK consumers, and it does not affect the consumption of poultry products, including 
eggs. 
 
APHA will adhere to all COVID-19 restrictions while undertaking disease control measures 
and will be liaising with Health Protection Scotland and local public health colleagues. 
 
Any suspicion of a notifiable disease, such as avian influenza, should be reported 
immediately to the local Animal and Plant Health Agency office in Perth on 03000 600 704 or 
by email at APHA.Scotland@apha.gov.uk. 
 
Needless to say, should you have any questions, officials will be happy to answer these. In 
the first instance, you should contact me, Sheila Voas, Chief Veterinary Officer Scotland on 
07810 757 987. 
 
 

 
 
 
Sheila Voas, BVM&S, ARAgS, FRCVS, 
Chief Veterinary Officer, Scotland 
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