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 26 January 2021 
 
 
Dear Edward,  
 
Further to my correspondence of 17 September 2019, please find attached a further update 
on the scientific trial of electrofishing for razor clams.  The Rural Economy and Connectivity 
Committee asked, during consideration of Scottish Statutory Instrument 2017/419, that 
updates be provided with pertinent information about the razor clam trial. 
 
This supplementary report, based on activity between 1 February 2019 – 31 January 2020, 
has unfortunately been delayed whilst our efforts were focussed on dealing with the impact of, 
and supporting businesses, during COVID-19 and EU Exit.  Nevertheless, progress continues 
to be made and is a great testament to the collaborative nature of the trial, involving the key 
regulators of inshore shellfish harvesting, scientists and industry.   
 
A number of monitoring and sampling programs continue to gather a range of biological and 
fisheries related data to inform future management of the fishery.  Marine Scotland reserves 
the rights to amend the terms and conditions of the trial, if it appears necessary for its 
management, and we have been clear that all the findings will be carefully considered before 
any decision is made about the future approach to electrofishing for razor clams in Scotland. 
 
I will send further information to the Committee once the data analysis on the current 12 month 
trial period is complete (1 February 2020 – 31 January 2021).  In the meantime, if you have 
any questions about this report please do not hesitate to be in contact with my office or with 
the official responsible for policy on this matter (Malcolm Macleod, Access to Sea Fisheries 
team leader – malcolm.macleod@gov.scot.  
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
FERGUS EWING 
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