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Dear Edward, 
 
At my appearance before the Committee on 19th August and my subsequent letters to you on 
27 September and 20 October I agreed to keep the Committee informed of the progress of the 
UK Fisheries Bill through the Houses of Parliament. 
 
I can now confirm that the Bill has now completed all Parliamentary stages and has received 
Royal Assent on the 23 November.  The text of the Act can be found here:   Fisheries Act 2020 
(legislation.gov.uk)  
 
Unfortunately, the text of the Act does not match my aspirations and is something of a missed 
opportunity in that regard.  However, I am satisfied that at least the Fisheries Act has the 
potential to provide the necessary legal framework to ensure that we can deliver sustainable 
fisheries management in tandem with protection of the marine environment, outside of the EU  
in a way that respects devolution. 
 
I would like to bring to your attention to some immediate actions we will take using the Act in 
order to ensure that Scotland is as best prepared as possible for the end of the transition 
period. 
 
I will be seeking to make use of the agency arrangements powers to: 
 

 Allow the Single Issuing Authority (SIA) to simplify licensing arrangements for foreign 
countries and ensure a coherent UK approach that will more easily allow for effective 
enforcement; 

 Allow the MMO, as the Single Liaison Office (SLO) to authorise Catch Certificates on 
my behalf in certain circumstances in order to allow the export of fish; and 

 To allow me to carry out Fisheries Monitoring Centre (FMC) activities on behalf of the 
other Fisheries Administrations. 

 
To take each of these arrangements in turn.  The SIA will act as a single point of contact for 
foreign vessels accessing UK waters and will be empowered to issue licences on behalf of 
Scottish Ministers. It will also act as a single point of contact for external fisheries authorities 
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and regional fisheries management organisations that are authorising UK vessels to access 
external waters, and will issue external waters licences to Scottish vessels on our behalf.  The 
SLO will issue the necessary certifications for all UK vessels seeking to export their catch 
abroad and will be empowered to certify catches on behalf of Scottish Ministers in certain 
circumstances.  The FMC, run by Marine Scotland, will see Scottish Ministers take on the 
responsibility for providing continuous monitoring of the UK zone and act as a contact point 
for all vessels fishing in the UK zone. 
 
In each case providing a single point of contact will be more efficient and straightforward than 
each administration providing four separate facilities.  Each arrangement will also be detailed 
in a written agreement from which Scottish Ministers will be free to withdraw should it be 
deemed necessary to do so. 
 
There are a range of longer term actions arising from the legislation and I will of course keep 
Parliament updated of their development.  
 
I am copying this letter to the Chairs of the Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform 
Committee and the Delegated Powers and Law Reform Committee. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
FERGUS EWING 
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