
RURAL ECONOMY AND CONNECTIVITY COMMITTEE 
 
TRANSPORT (SCOTLAND) BILL 
 
Dear (MSP), 
 
I am writing to you as my MSP to express my views on the Transport Scotland bill 
and in support of Living Street Scotland’s calls for better laws to protect pedestrians 
from pavement parking. This email has been copied to Rural Economy and 
Connectivity Committee as part of their call for evidence. 
  
Banning footway parking across Scotland will benefit all pedestrians, especially older 
people and disable people. Parking on pavements is not only inconsiderate, it 
damages pavements and is potentially dangerous. Everyone deserves to walk on 
safe and convenient streets, especially people who are vulnerable. 
  
I therefore support the Scottish Government’s Transport (Scotland) Bill as it aims to 
make parking on pavements an enforceable offence. The Committee should look 
favourably on the Transport Bill as it makes the law on pavement parking easy to 
understand for both drivers and pedestrians.  
  
However, I am concerned that the bill allows all delivery vehicles to park on any 
pavement for up to 20 minutes. This favours the convenience of van drivers over the 
rights of disabled people and residents. Legalising the obstruction and destruction of 
pavements through parking is surely not what the government intends. Tighter 
restrictions that protect disabled people are needed for the bill to work as intended. 
Additionally, it is vital that the Transport Bill contains a clear definition of obstruction 
which can be easily enforced, for example allowing insufficient room for the passage 
of a wheelchair or buggy. 
  
I believe that exempt areas permitting pavement parking on certain streets should 
only be allowed where it is absolutely unavoidable. In such areas, a minimum 1.5-2.0 
metres of clear passage for guide and assistance dogs, and wheelchair and mobility 
scooter users should be maintained. Local Authorities should only be allowed to 
permit pavement parking after consultation with communities and disability groups 
such as local access panels. 
  
I note that the bill does not explicitly ban parking over dropped kerbs. Dropped kerbs 
are vital for people with buggies, and wheelchair and mobility chair users. These are 
recognised crossings points by both pedestrians and drivers but aren't automatically 
protected in law. Making it illegal to park on dropped kerbs, would further promote 
the safety and confidence of all pedestrians.  
  
The bill is a great step forward for safer streets. I am calling on you as my MSP and 
members of the Rural Economy and Connectivity Committee to back the above 
changes so the new laws are effective and enforceable to ensure pavements are for 
people not cars. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 


