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28 July 2020  
 

Dear Convener, 
 

I am writing to advise that today we are publishing the rail services decarbonisation action 
plan (the action plan), fulfilling our Programme for Government commitment.    
 
It was my original intention to publish the action plan in spring however this was rightly put 
on hold, as you will understand, while our collective focus was firmly placed on the Scottish 
Government’s response to the COVID-19 emergency.  As we continue the transition through 
the Routemap to Recovery, this is now a more appropriate time to publish this ambitious 
long term plan for sustained investment in rail furthering our efforts to reduce emissions in 
transport, while helping contribute to a green economic recovery following the health 
pandemic.     
 
The action plan sets out in detail how the Scottish Government will decarbonise Scotland’s 
rail services by 2035, in line with last year’s Programme for Government commitment, and 
contributing towards our commitment to reach net-zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2045.  
I am sure Committee members will agree that this is a key plan which builds well on our 
substantial recent rail electrification programme.  I am pleased that development work on the 
East Kilbride and Barrhead lines is already underway, with other proposals being developed 
by the rail industry.   
 
In addition, direct engagement continues with train manufacturers and owners on alternative 
traction options which support the reduction in carbon emissions and will make rail travel in 
Scotland more attractive and encourage greater modal shift.  Committee members and 
members of the public will be able to access copies of the action plan from the Transport 
Scotland website from today, and copies will also be sent to the SPICe. 
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