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13 November 2019 

 
Dear Paul, 
 
Thank you for your letter of 6 November advising of a delay to the receipt of a report 
on a revised schedule and costs for the delivery of vessels 801 and 802 under 
construction at Ferguson Marine shipyard, originally expected on 31 October 2019. 
 
In light of the previous commitment given by the Cabinet Secretary for Finance, 
Economy and Fair Work that “robust information” on these matters would be 
available to present “to members by the end of October”, the Committee will be 
disappointed that this timescale has not been adhered to. 
 
At its meeting on 30 October, the Rural Economy and Connectivity Committee 
agreed its approach to its inquiry into construction and procurement of ferry vessels 
in Scotland. Clearly, the conclusions and recommendations of the Ferguson Marine 
Programme Review Board with respect to the revised schedule and cost for 
completion of Hulls 801 and 802 will have a critical bearing on the Committee’s work 
in this area. On this basis, the Committee has been forced to delay commencement 
of its inquiry until such times as this report becomes available. 
 
Given its direct impact on the Committee’s forthcoming work programme, I would 
appreciate if you are able to keep me updated of the anticipated timeframe for 
publication of the report. In particular, if publication is delayed beyond the 
Committee’s final meeting of this year during the week commencing 16 December 
2019, this may necessitate a more significant reconsideration of the Committee’s 
overall approach to its planned ferries inquiry. 
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That being the case, I would request that the Committee be advised at the earliest 
opportunity if a delay to the publication of the report beyond this date appears likely.  
 
I look forward to a further update on these matters in the near future. 
 
Kind regards 
 

 
Edward Mountain 
Convener 


