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I write primarily as an island resident in Uist of more than 30 years, with equivalent 
years involvement leading community development.  

My current work is with CoDel (http://codel.scot/smart-islands ) which works 
supporting enterprise and young people in Scottish and Irish islands. We hosted the 
Grimsay Island Gathering in October at which more than 50 Scottish and Irish 
islanders attended including Scottish Government’s Islands Team when the Islands 
Plan was being laid before Parliament.  We were the first to recognise ‘green shoots’ 
of growth in some islands as affirmed in the Islands Revival Declaration issued 
August 2019 in partnership with James Hutton Institute, Community Land Scotland  
and SRUC. 

I chair the Locality Planning Group for Health and Social Care, Sit on the Integrated 
Joint Board Strategic Planning Group, Chair Grimsay Community Association, which 
owns and runs Ceann na h-Airigh Community Post Office, Café, Polytunnel, meeting 
place venue and Maritime Heritage Boat Haven,  Secretary to the Accordion and 
Fiddle Club and Secretary to a local Crofting Grazing Committee. 

Against this background of extensive experience of living island life and travelling to 
and from the islands my comments would be: 

1. During the winter, you will know ferries are travelling partially empty. It is a 
nonsense therefore to commission one larger vessel which would, at times, 
travel well under capacity  even if eco-fuelled. 

2. One vessel in the summer serving the Uig/Lochmaddy/ Tarbert will inevitably 
have a technical hitch/delay, or at the very least be absent for the annual 
overhaul.  

3. The enormous incremental cost for infrastructure around link-spans, roads 
and harbours is colossal, yet the roads leading to those ferry terminals are in 
a dire state of repair, often still with long stretches of single-track, both in the 
Highlands and within the islands. 

4. Over-tourism is ruining some parts of the Highlands and Islands; a more 
holistic approach in line with the Islands Plan Impact Assessment criteria 
should consider a more balanced approach, not to just build one bigger ferry 
to accommodate tourists because of lack of capacity for locals in the tourist 
season. 

5. Look at good examples of managing tourism – Tiree, campervans are only 
aloud to book onto the ferry providing they have a confirmed site booking on 
the island. 
  

6. Two medium ferries 
• Would mean both Lochmaddy and Tarbert could be served 

throughout the summer with a dedicated ferry each, thereby 
increasing capacity.  

http://codel.scot/smart-islands


• If there is a technical problem one ferry could be shared and would 
be better than nothing. 

• Less impactful costly infrastructure at the piers 

 

Bigger is not necessarily better 
 
Regards 
Theona L Morrison 

 

 


