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16th November 2019  
 
 
 
Dear Convener, 
 
Thank you for your letter of 13 November 2019 requesting a general update on the progress 
towards the sale of Glasgow Prestwick Airport. 
 
I appreciate that the dates as set out in the Eligibility Questionnaire have now passed, 
however that timetable as set out in that document was only ever indicative and intended as 
a guide for prospective buyers. 
 
Given the need to protect the integrity of the process and respect the wishes of parties 
involved, I am limited in the information I can provide due to the requirement to maintain 
confidentiality. 
 
However, I can update you that the senior management team at the airport continue to 
consider the bids that were received. As I am sure you will appreciate, consideration of bids 
and the work associated with the process are complex matters that require detailed 
assessment (both by Prestwick and by bidders), and ongoing discussions with interested 
parties. Good progress continues to be made and we are satisfied with how the sale process 
is developing. I have committed to providing an update to Parliament once I am in a position 
to do so, while respecting the need to maintain confidentiality for commercial reasons. In the 
meantime, it is essential that we avoid any comment or speculation that could impact on the 
process. 
 
While efforts are currently focussed on returning the airport to the private sector, which has 
been our intention since purchasing the airport in 2013, should this not be achievable for any 
reason we will consider options for taking the airport forward in the future.    
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