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Dear Convenor, 
 
I am writing to highlight policy developments in relation to the Restricted Roads (20mph) (Scotland) 
Bill.  
 
Naturally I was disappointed that the bill fell in 2019 and that a majority of the committee did not 
recommend support for it at Stage 1.  At the time there was consensus that the relationship 
between injuries and speed was clear and that lower speed limits would result in a decrease in those 
who are killed and seriously injured. The areas of dispute were primarily over whether the 
designation of 20mph limits should be undertaken by local authorities or the Scottish Government 
and whether implementing a national default speed limit was appropriate.  
 
As well as support for the bill from local authorities the committee took evidence from Borders 
Council who took a critical view. However, Borders Council are now implementing 20mph speed 
limits across the vast majority of their residential and built up roads in a significant change of policy. 
Many others are increasing their implementation of 20mph zones. 
 
The recently launched Scotland’s Road Safety Framework commits to a National Speed Management 
Review to be undertaken in 2021 and 2022. It will look at what appropriate speeds mean in a 
Scottish context and recommend changes to national speed limits accordingly. I hope the successor 
committee will scrutinise this process. The framework commits Scotland to have the safest roads in 
the world by 2050.  As I’m sure you are aware a recent study from Edinburgh Council found that 
20mph speed limits have seen crashes fall by as much as a third in Edinburgh. 
 
You may also be aware that the Welsh Government announced last year that they would be 
pursuing a 20mph default national speed limit by 2023. The Welsh Transport Minister was quoted in 
the BBC saying that "The evidence is clear, reducing speeds reduces accidents, reducing speed saves 
lives and slower speeds in our communities improves quality of life." It is unfortunate that the 
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Scottish Government will not be taking a similar path and instead leaving Local Authorities to pursue 
costly and time-consuming individual schemes. 
 
The approach the Welsh Government is taking mirrors much of the policy detail found in my 
Members Bill and as they move through the implementation phases this should provide further 
detailed evidence surrounding road assessment and costs of a 20mph default. 
 
Furthermore, I was glad to read that the updated STPR2 objectives will focus on, among other 
things, enhancing communities as places and supporting health and wellbeing. The evidence is clear 
that 20mph speed limits create more liveable, pleasant places for playing, living and working. While I 
am glad to see the STPR2 discuss the expansion of 20mph zones I feel that the “development of a 
national strategy to guide the implementation of 20mph zones and limits” and “Supporting local 
authorities (and other partners where appropriate) to implement 20mph zones and limits on 
appropriate urban active travel routes for key trip generators” fall short of the more significant 
benefits that a 20mph national default would bring.  
 
I hope that the evolving policy context surrounding a 20mph default speed limit for Scotland is 
something which the committee can reflect on in it’s legacy paper and that your successor 
committee will be able to return to this subject in the next session of Parliament. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Mark Ruskell MSP.  


