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Members of Moray Local Outdoor Access Forum (MLOAF) have reviewed the 

proposed legislation and wish to make the following comments: 

The problem of livestock worrying by dogs not kept under proper control has been 

discussed on a number of occasions by MLOAF and the need to strengthen the 

legislation recognised. 

The forum therefore strongly supports the main proposals of the amended act, in 

particular: 

Increasing the penalties for the offence; increased Police (and Inspector) powers; 

powers to authorise inspecting bodies and appoint Inspectors.  

1. Forum members have reported cases where livestock have been attacked and 

killed by dogs and where the police, either through lack of powers or insufficient 

resources have been unable to bring a case for prosecution.  

2. The Forum strongly agrees that the legislation needs strengthening and believes 

the Bill is a step in the right direction. 

3. Increased penalties will certainly help but only if it is matched by an increased 

rate of conviction. 

4. Proposals to disqualify convicted persons from owning or keeping a dog or taking 

a dog onto certain types of land should be included and would assist in the aim of 

reducing the number of livestock worrying instances. 

5. It is logical to extend the types of livestock to include the increased number of 

species now being farmed as well as the type of agricultural land covered by 

livestock worrying. Indeed, there is a case to include all game birds, not just those 

that are enclosed. 

6. The powers allowing Scottish Ministers to appoint Inspectors, other than police, to 

investigate and enforce livestock worrying offences is a positive step and would 

hopefully create an increased conviction rate, as police time is understandably 

limited and stretched. 

7. We believe the power for a Police Officer or Inspector to enter premises to seize 

dogs is appropriate and proportionate. 

8. MLOAF agrees the proposed legislation adequately balances the rights of dog 

owners and those of livestock farmers. 

9. Further measures should be included in the Bill if they would lead to an increased 

conviction rate for errant dog owners. 
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