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RURAL ECONOMY AND CONNECTIVITY COMMITTEE 
 
CALL FOR EVIDENCE ON THE DOGS (PROTECTION OF LIVESTOCK) 
(AMENDMENT) (SCOTLAND) BILL 
 
SUBMISSION FROM J A J JOHNSON 
 
Dog worrying is on the increase and will require legislation with real teeth, the 
depredation and cruelty caused is way beyond that which a civilised society should 
tolerate. 
 
Banning convicted persons from owning a dog is surely long overdue, proposed 
fines of up to £5000 or six months imprisonment is a step in the right direction but 
only address the issue after the event, though they will no doubt have a deterrent 
value. A much wider approach needs to be taken, educating the general public 
begins in schools with much more emphasis on responsible behaviour with regard to 
the countryside in general. People need first to understand the countryside is not a 
playground! it is a workplace for thousands of hardworking people with their crops 
and livestock as well as home to a diverse wildlife, its very existence depends on 
responsible and caring behaviour.  
 
Ground nesting bird's resident here for many generations, have over the last three or 
four years simply given up and gone, no longer able to cope with the level of 
intrusion by dogs and people. Organisations like Visit Scotland need to be more 
aware of these issues when advertising the Scottish Countryside, these are not 
empty spaces they are already occupied by the afore mentioned, with freedom 
comes a need for individual responsibility and awareness. 
 
Dogs should be kept on a lead at all times in the countryside, individuals who persist 
in letting their dogs run loose anywhere in pastures, be it hill land or meadows 
should be liable to a fine, ignorance is no excuse. 
 
Climate change is already making life much harder for domestic livestock and wildlife 
alike especially along the west and northern areas of Scotland, the added stress of 
careless dog owners is not welcome and should not have to be tolerated. 
 
Could I suggest a dog license be required before anyone can purchase a dog, 
renewable annually much like a car license, this might induce a bit more thought into 
whether we can own a dog or not and where it might get its exercise. Written 
permission being a requirement of the license from a landowner where a dog can be 
given exercise should a perspective dog owner have no exercise area of their own.  
 


