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Our worst incidence of sheep being worried occurred on a farm near Culross where 
we had sheep on seasonal grazing. The owner of the farm contacted us to say that 
he had found 2 ewes which had been badly mauled and he’d called out the vet to put 
them down. The dog had left the scene. Two days later our son got a call to say that 
the sheep were again being chased by a dog, a pit bull crossbred. He took the 
shotgun and set off for the farm but was stopped by police just outside Clackmannan 
for breaking the speed limit. They were not interested that sheep were being worried 
and he was charged. He was held up for half-an-hour and arrived on the farm as the 
dog was slipping through the fence. It was covered in blood and the farm owner was 
able to identify it as belonging to the occupant of a house situated half a mile away.  
 
The police were contacted and a young constable arrived as our son was about to 
shoot one ewe which had the skin ripped off her face and one eyeball hanging out of 
its socket. The young policeman was violently sick, and again when they caught the 
next ewe to be put down. Her stomach had been ripped open and her intestines 
were wrapped round her hind legs. She was still running. A third ewe had her nose 
and lower jaw ripped off and had to be shot.  Four ewes had large sections of skin 
ripped off, three had the muscles torn from the bones of their hind legs. Only two 
could be saved, plus one which had an ear torn off. It was a traumatic experience for 
all those involved. 
 
The constable called his station and a more senior officer arrived. He declined to 
approach the owner of the dog because this person was suspected of being a drug 
dealer and was under close surveillance by the drugs team.  The local police had 
been warned against doing anything that might alert him to the fact that police knew 
of his whereabouts. Nothing was done, dog and owner got off scot-free and we were 
left with losses amounting to several thousand pounds. Apart from the ewes that had 
to be put down, others wasted away to skin and bone as a result of shock and never 
regained condition in spite of extra feeding. These were pedigree sheep and 
represented a considerable financial investment. We removed the sheep from the 
farm later that day. Our son was in court to answer the speeding charge a few weeks 
later. The sheriff was shown photographs of the sheep that had been attacked. He 
dismissed the case. 
 
We were deeply disappointed by the lack of police action, although we could 
understand the reasons, but having spoken to other farmers who have experienced 
similar events, it is clear that the police and dog wardens need more powers to seize 
offending dogs and have them put down. At present, if a dog can be caught in the 
act of worrying sheep and handed over to the police, they can return it to the owner 
almost immediately because they are liable for the costs of keeping it in kennels. The 
courts need to have the power to impose heavy fines on owners who fail to keep 
their dogs under control, and not only among sheep. They are a threat to ground-
nesting birds, and indeed to other dogs. 



 
People must learn that owning a dog is a heavy responsibility and they have a duty 
to others to ensure that their dog does not attack animals or people. 
 
 
 


