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Many of our views as farmers are self-evident.  I have tried to briefly comment on 
your questions as follows. 
 
1. What is your experience of livestock worrying? What is the scale of the 
issue? 

• Devastating and on a rising scale. 
 
2. Does legislation need strengthening in this area? If so – does the Bill do 
this? Is the Bill the best way to do this? 

• Yes – I believe the Bill is the most efficient way to proceed. 
 
3. What are your views on the increased penalties the Bill creates for livestock 
worrying? 

• Penalties have not increased for years – urgently need reviewed. 
 

4. Would the proposals to disqualify convicted persons from owning or 
keeping a dog or taking a dog onto certain types of land, assist in the aim of 
reducing the number of livestock worrying instances.  

• Probably the most effective pressure – to disqualify all convicted persons from 
keeping a dog. 

 
5. What is your opinion on extending the types of livestock and type of 
agricultural land covered by livestock worrying, as described by the Bill? 

• All livestock on all agricultural land should be covered. 
 

6. What are your views on the powers allowing Scottish Ministers to appoint 
inspectors, other than police, to investigate and enforce livestock worrying 
offences? 

• Support to use of other inspectors to investigate and enforce. 
 
7. Do you have any comments on the expanded powers for police and 
inspectors to seize dogs, to enter premises and to take a dog to the vet? 

• Support these powers.  Vet must be accurately informed of circumstances. 
 

8. Does the Bill adequately balance the rights of dog owners and the rights of 
livestock farmers? 

• It helps! 
 
9. Is there anything else that should be included or excluded from the Bill? 
You can give your view on some or all of these questions. Please feel free to 
provide your views on any other aspects of the Bill or any other relevant 
information. 



• All keepers of dogs should require to be licensed and owners statutorily made 
aware of potential damage to livestock. 

 
 
 


